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EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET is a network which aims at estab lishing contacts and scientific 
partnerships between Austrian universities, universities of applied sciences, other research in-
stitutions and member institutions in East Asia, South Asia, Central Asia and the Pacific region. 
With its member institutions, the network promotes multilateral scientific cooperation, joint 
research projects, conferences, faculty and student exchange. Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supports 
the concept of Austrian higher education policy with its focus on excellence.
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Preface

The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet is a project that has success-
fully established contacts and collaboration with uni-
versities and similar entities in East, Central and South 
Asia as well as the Pacific Region. It has been growing 
fast since its beginning in the year 2000. The impor-
tance of this international project also lies in its unique 
bridge-gapping function: The Eurasia-Pacific Network 
ist the largest university network of its kind within 
Europe. It is a platform of international exchange and 
successfully linking Austria with the partner regions. 
Within the network there is cooperation in the fields of 
science, education, culture and economics.
Scholarships, summer schools and individual projects 
are the three main fields of activities of the network. 
The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet offers the possibility for 
students and researchers to expand their knowledge 
and – also very important – their personal experience 
through exchanges with other cultures. Getting to 
know different cultures can be a life-long experience to 
deepen mutual understanding and can also promote 
individual personal development. Already over 1.500 
participants from all sides have used the opportunity 
to attend the annual summer schools and so get to 
know other cultures. The great number of interesting 
innovative projects carried out each year – and also in 
2008 – within the network is another important plat-
form of mutual contacts. There are many outstanding 
projects in several fields that cannot be all named in 
this short preface.
There can be no doubt that the Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net – promotet by the Federal Ministry of Science and 
Research – has in recent years become an important 
instrument for the internationalisation of Austrian 
higher education and research cooperation.

As Federal Minister for Science and Research I would 
like to thank all the partners in this cooperation for 
their efforts and their commitment and wish the Eura-
sia-Pacific Uninet a successful continuation of its ac-
tivities.

Dr. Johannes Hahn
Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research
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For Eurasia-Pacific Uninet the whole year 2008 was 
an important period. Numerous activities took place, 
much consolidation work was done, and there were 
many new achievements to report, in the target areas 
and in the partner countries in East Asia, Central Asia 
and South Asia. Conferences, workshops and short-
term guest professorships aimed at bringing research 
scientists closer together were held in China, Mongo-
lia, the Russian Federation, Kyrgyztan, Nepal, Bhutan 
and India and were very successful. The EPU scholar-
ship program is an important tool for the creation of 
enduring, sustainable links with our partner institu-
tions and their research scientists, and for the promo-
tion and further development of the activities being 
carried out in several very different fields at our joint 
research centres. These scholarships represent, on 
the one hand, an important factor in research output, 
as witnessed in the large number of joint publications 
that have resulted; on the other hand, the On-Place 
scholarships, in particular, that are given to students 
in poorer areas of some of the member countries are 
of great benefit to those countries in the development 
and promotion of their human resources.
 
The summer school program for Austrian students in 
China, and for Chinese students in Austria and at the 
European Union in Brussels, went into its 10th year. 
This program helps students from all the partner insti-
tutions involved to get an insight into other cultures, 
develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of 
other countries, and establish new friendships. For the 
first time, a summer school specializing in traditional 
Chinese medicine was organized with the support of 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet by the Austrian TCM platform in 
China in 2008.
 

At the Austrian-Chinese research centres set up in 
the years 2006 and 2007, conferences and follow-up 
workshops were held for the intensification of the joint 
research activities. We are happy that Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet was able to establish closer cooperation ties 
with the Austrian Ministry of Health, especially in the 
field of medical research. This turned out to be very 
fruitful and successful. Joint research activities in the 
field of Chinese medical science will be supported from 
2008 to 2010 by the Austrian Ministry of Science and 
Research and the Austrian Ministry of Health, on the 
one side, and by the China Academy of Chinese Medi-
cal Sciences, the State Administration of TCM and the 
Ministry of Science and Technology, on the other side.
 
In Central Asia, the cooperation programmes that have 
already existed for many years have led to the estab-
lishment of the Austria-Central Asia Collaboration Cen-
tre for GI-Science in Bishkek, involving all EPU partner 
institutions in Kyrgyztan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan.
 
The Austrian-Chinese Music University, established 
at the special request of Beijing Municipality, com-
menced its teaching activities in the field of piano and 
singing. This project - considered a very important one 
in the field of cultural exchange - got financial support 
not only from Beijing Municipal Education Commission 
but also from the Austrian Ministry of Science and Re-
search. It also received sponsorship from an Austrian 
branch of Philips, namely NXP-Semiconductors. Sev-
eral joint concerts have been scheduled to accompany 
the teaching activities throughout the academic year 
2008/2009. 

In the year 2008 the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet family 
could welcome new members from China, Mongolia, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Nepal and India. Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet reached a total of 115 partner institutions.

Editorial
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In conjunction with the Austrian Cooperation in Sci-
ence, Education and Culture, three new lectureships 
were established in China, Mongolia and India. They 
represent an important means of spreading Austrian 
culture and history, as well as knowledge of the Ger-
man language. 
 
We owe a lot of gratitude to all our partner institutions 
who helped us to establish offices in their renowned 
universities and research institutions. They are the 
expression of that solid cooperation throughout many 
years in the fields of student and faculty exchange and 
joint research activities that finally led to the estab-
lishment of many joint research centres. 
 
We also warmly welcome the further development of 
joint bachelor’s and master’s degree exchange pro-
grams, as well as the joint curricula and double degree 
programs in the fields of tourism management, media 
and communication management, engineering and 
medical research, promoted by different EPU partner 
institutions.
 
I also would like to thank the Austrian Ministry of Sci-
ence and Research, the Austrian Ministry of Health, 
the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, the Austrian Ex-
change Service (OeAD) and all the institutional coor-
dinators and staff of our network offices for their sup-
port and continuous assistance. We are grateful for 
the contribution towards the further development of 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet made by the Association for the 
Support of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet in a year in which a 
great workload was combined with the long-term ab-
sence of our CEO. We all wish him a speedy recovery 
from the consequences of his accident. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the gov-
ernmental authorities in all our member countries for 
their continuous support and commitment, and to our 
member institutions for their active participation in 
our activities. All their input allows a fruitful exchange 
of fresh ideas, motivation and enthusiasm for the con-
tinued promotion of joint efforts in the working out of 
solutions to the many problems we share in the world 
of today. I would ask them all to help us to continue 
developing a solid basis for excellence in research, 
friendly exchange and mutual understanding.

Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner
President of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet
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About Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet is a network which aims at es-
tablishing contacts and scientific partnerships be-
tween Austrian universities, universities of applied 
sciences, other research institutions and member in-
stitutions in East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia and the 
Pacific region. The network was founded in the year 
2000 and is strongly supported by the Austrian Fed-
eral Ministry of Science and Research and the Austrian 
Exchange Service (OeAD).

With 115 member institutions in Austria, China, Ko-
rea, Mongolia, the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Nepal, Bhutan and 
India, the network promotes multilateral scientific co-
operation and exchange between its members.

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet is the largest sovereign univer-
sity network of its kind within Europe.

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supports:
•  scientific, economic and cultural relations  

between Austria and the target countries
•  R&D activities of multinational companies 
•  visiting professorships
•  reciprocal acknowledgement of study degrees  

and programs 

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supplies:
•  research scholarships for member institutions
•  contacts between government agencies,  

educational institutions and companies
•  intercultural expertise through intense  

programs and courses

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet initiates:
•  joint research centers
•  joint schools for teaching, research and training
•  development of joint curricula and double-degree 

programs
•  research activities by means of workshops, semi-

nars and conferences and through the exchange  
of scientists among member institutions 

For further information please visit:
www.eurasiapacific.net
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Association for the Support of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

In March, 2006, the Association for the Support of Eur-
asia-Pacific Uninet was established with the untiring 
support of the former Minister of Education, Science 
and Culture, Elisabeth Gehrer. In recognition of her 
great resolution in establishing the Association, the 
General Assembly of the Association decided to award 
Mrs. Gehrer the title of Honorary President of the As-
sociation for the Support of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.

In the year 2008, the structure of the Association for 
the Support of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet underwent im-
portant changes: Prof. Dr. Sigurd Höllinger, former 
Vice-Minister of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation, Science and Culture, became president of the 
Association for the Support of Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net. The President of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Prof. Dr. 
Brigitte Winklehner, acquired the position of Board 
Member of the association.

Conscious of the permanent changes taking place glo-
bally with regard to higher education and research, 
and the tremendous expansion in the number and di-
versity of institutions engaged in these fields, the idea 
of setting up a charta was developed in the year 2007 
and matured during 2008. The Charta was submitted 
to all Eurasia-Pacific Uninet members in the first half 
of 2008.

The Charta includes a mission statement, criteria for 
mem bership, an overview of the activities/services 
of the net, and conditions and procedures for future  
activities.

The topics envisaged include:
•  re-assessment of membership fees 
•  focusing by Eurasia-Pacific Uninet on specific, fea-

sible and fundable topics in a multilateral, network-
oriented manner

•  appeal for the financing of concrete projects, to be 
made by all members to the their respective insti-
tutions, national governments, funding institutions 
and private enterprises

•  contributions to projects and activities carried out 
by universities on the basis of fair balance in accord-
ance with their economic and financial possibilities 
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Member Institutions of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

PR China

Peking University
Beijing Foreign Studies University
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine
Beijing Sport University
Capital Medical University, Beijing
Capital Normal University, Beijing
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing
Minzu University of China
China Conservatory, Beijing
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing
Fudan University, Shanghai
China Europe International Business School (CEIBS), 
Shanghai
Shanghai Conservatory of Music
East China Normal University, Shanghai
Tongji University, Shanghai
Tianjin University
Nankai University, Tianjin
Shandong Academy of Medical Sciences, Jinan 
Nanjing Normal University

Nanchang University
Jilin University, Changchun
Harbin Institute of Physical Education
Heilongjiang University of Chinese Medicine, Harbin
Xinjiang Medical University, Urumqi 
Shihezi University 
Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 
Northwest A & F University, Yangling
Northwest University, Xi’an
Xi’an Jiaotong University
Xi’an International Studies University
Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu
Central South University of Forestry & Technology,  
Changsha
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
Hong Kong Baptist University
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
City University of Hong Kong 
University of Macau

Taiwan, China

National Taiwan University, Taipei
Chinese Culture University, Taipei

Tamkang University, Taipei
National Chung Hsing University

Republic of Korea

Seoul National University
Yonsei University, Seoul 

Konkuk University, Seoul

Mongolia

National University of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar
Mongolian University of Science and Technology, 
Ulaanbaatar

Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Ulaanbaatar 
Health Sciences University of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar
Mongolian State University of Agriculture

Russian Federation

St. Petersburg State University
Kazan State Technological University 
Novosibirsk State University

Irkutsk State University
Irkutsk State Medical University 
Buryat State University, Ulan-Ude
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Kazakhstan

Kazakh Ablai Khan University of International Relations 
and World Languages, Almaty

Korkyt Ata Kyzylorda State University
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty

Kyrgyzstan

Issyk-Kul State University, Kara Kol
Jalalabad State University
Naryn State University

Kyrgyz State University of Construction, Transportation 
and Architecture, Bishkek
Osh Technological University

Uzbekistan

Tashkent State Agrarian University

Tajikistan

Tajik Agrarian University

Nepal

International Center for Integrated Mountain  
Development ICIMOD, Kathmandu

Kathmandu University (KU) 
Tribhuvan University

Bhutan

Royal University of Bhutan

India

University of Pune
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural  
University, Hisar
University of Madras, Chennai
W.B. National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata

Punjab Governmental Institute of Medical Education  
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh
Management Development Institute, Gurgaon, New Delhi
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
National Museum Institute, New Delhi
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Austria

Austrian Academy of Sciences
International Institute for Applied System Analysis 
(IIASA)
University of Vienna
Medical University of Vienna
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna
Vienna University of Technology 
University of Natural Resources and Applied  
Life Sciences, Vienna
Vienna University of Economics and Business  
Administration
University of Applied Arts Vienna
University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna 
Sigmund Freud University Vienna
MODUL University Vienna
University of Graz
Medical University of Graz
Graz University of Technology
University of Music and Performing Arts Graz
University of Innsbruck
Medical University of Innsbruck

University for Health Sciences, Medical Informatics and 
Technology, UMIT, Hall 
University of Salzburg
Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg
University Mozarteum Salzburg
Salzburg Management GmbH – University of Salzburg 
Business School (SMBS)
University of Leoben
University of Linz
Alps-Adriatic University of Klagenfurt
Danube University Krems
IMC University of Applied Sciences Krems
FH Kufstein Tirol University of Applied Sciences
MCI Management Center Innsbruck
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences
Salzburg University of Applied Sciences
University of Applied Sciences Campus 02 Graz
University of Applied Sciences FH Joanneum 
St. Poelten University of Applied Sciences 
University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien

©
 O

eA
D
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New Members 2008

India

Punjab Governmental Institute of Medical Education 
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 
National Museum Institute, New Delhi

Taiwan, China

National Chung Hsing University 

Austria

MODUL University Vienna 

Tajikistan

Tajik Agrarian University, Dushanbe 

Kyrgyzstan

Osh Technological University 

Nepal

Kathmandu University (KU)  
Tribhuvan University

Mongolia

Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Ulaanbaatar 

Tajik Agrarian University, Dushanbe

Kathmandu University (KU)  

Tribhuvan University
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Outline Map  
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Member Institutions

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9 10 11

13

12

115 Members of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

1  PR China – 38 Member Institutions
2  Taiwan, China – 4 Member Institutions
3  Republic of Korea – 3 Member Institutions
4  Mongolia – 5 Member Institutions
5  Russian Federation – 6 Member Institutions
6  Kazakhstan – 3 Member Institutions
7  Kyrgyzstan – 5 Member Institutions
8  Uzbekistan – 1 Member Institution
9  Tajikistan – 1 Member Institution
10  Nepal – 3 Member Institutions
11  Bhutan – 1 Member Institution
12  India – 9 Member Institutions
13  Austria – 36 Member Institutions



 

INTRODUCTION

A_11 ANNUAL_REPORT_2008

Mr. Thomas Reichenbach
Representative of the Austrian Federal 
Economic Chamber
Tel.: +43-1-53120-5894
Fax: +43-1-53120-81-5894 
Mobile: +43-664-610 92 23
E-mail: Thomas.Reichenbach@bmwf.gv.at

Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner
President
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3902
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909
Fax: +43-662-6389-4469
E-mail: Brigitte.Winklehner@sbg.ac.at

Dr. Mario Kostal
CEO
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3903
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909
Fax: +43-662-6389-4469
E-mail: Mario.Kostal@sbg.ac.at

Ms. Lisa Meingassner 
Project Manager
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3908
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909
E-mail: Lisa.Meingassner@sbg.ac.at 

Ms. Teresa Rieger
Project Manager
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3906
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909
E-mail: Teresa.Rieger@sbg.ac.at 

Ms. Teresa Achleitner
Project Manager
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3907
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909
E-mail: Teresa.Achleitner@sbg.ac.at

Ms. Dragana Imbric
Assistant to China Studies Center 
of Salzburg University and Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
Tel.: +43-662-8044-3900
Fax: +43-662-8044-3909 / +43-662-6389-4469
E-mail: Dragana.Imbric2@sbg.ac.at

The Team of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

Network Office Salzburg
Kaigasse 28
5020 Salzburg
Austria/Europe

Network Office Vienna
c/o Austrian Federal Ministry for Science and Research 
Bankgasse 1, Room 119
1010 Vienna
Austria/Europe
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Important changes in the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet team 
in the year 2008
In 2008, new colleagues were introduced into the Eur-
asia-Pacific Uninet team: Ms. Teresa Rieger (succes-
sor of Dr. Sigrid Steinschaden), Ms. Lisa Meingassner 
(successor of Barbara Höfler), Ms. Chen Ying (succes-
sor of Wang Jingting) and Mr. Julian Müller (successor 
of Dr. Patrick Reichel). 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. 
Sigrid Steinschaden, Ms. Barbara Höfler, Dr. Patrick 
Christopher Reichel and Mr. Wang Jingting for their 
commitment and their excellent work within the net-
work, and also to welcome the new colleagues to the 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet-Team.

Teresa Achleitner, Dragana Imbric, Teresa Rieger and Lisa Meingassner (left to right) of Network Office Salzburg
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Dr. Patrick Reichel – until November 2008
Mr. Julian Müller – since December 2008
Project Manager
Tel.: +86-21-6564-2112
Fax: +86-21-6564-2112
E-mail:  austriancenter@fudan.edu.cn 

austriancenter@gmx.at

Ms. Jiang Lai 
Assistant to the Austrian Center at Fudan University
Tel.: +86-21-6564-2112
Fax: +86-21-6564-2112
E-mail:  austriancenter@fudan.edu.cn 

austriancenter@gmx.at

Mr. Wang Jingting – until June 2008
Ms. Chen Ying – since June 2008
Assistant to the Network Office Beijing
Tel.: +86-138-1165-0007
E-mail: maggieballor@163.com

Austrian Center at Fudan University, Shanghai
# 220 Han Dan Road
Guang Hua Lou
# 602 Dong Fou Lou
Shanghai 200433
P.R.China

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Office, Beijing Office
Peking University Health Science Center
Department of International Cooperation
38#, Xueyuan Road 
Haidian District, Beijing 100871 
P.R.China
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Network Offices of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet in China

In the year 2005, Eurasia-Pacific Uninet started its first 
network office in China. The Austrian Center at Fudan 
University includes a study library which was opened in 
2006. In 2006, the network offices in Xi’an and Beijing 
were established. In September 2007, in the course of 
the opening of the Sino-Austrian Collaborating Center 
for Chinese Medical Sciences, another network office 
was opened at the China Academy of Chinese Medical 
Sciences. Eurasia-Pacific Uninet would like to thank 
Fudan University, Peking University Health Science 
Center, Northwest University Xi’an, Northwest A&F 
University Yangling, the China Academy of Chinese 
Medical Sciences and Beijing Municipal Education 
Commission for their help and support in implement-
ing these network offices and providing office space 
free of charge.

Beijing Office(top right), Shanghai Office(top left),
Yangling Office (bottom left), Xi’an Office (bottom right)
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The year 2008 is destined to go down as an important 
year in the history of Beijing. It witnessed great accom-
plishments in the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet (EPU) Beijing 
Office. In May and October respectively, the EPU Presi-
dent, along with other prestigious Austrian professors, 
held two scholarship interviews in the EPU Beijing 
Office. Excelling in these interviews, numerous appli-
cants from EPU member institutions set out on a path 
which led to further education in Austria. Between Oc-
tober 29 and 31, EPU organized a marvelous interna-

tional conference on the issue of “Multifacetal Aspects 
of Aging and Aging Diseases” at the Peking University 
Health Science Center, where the EPU Beijing Office is 
located. This successful conference was attended by 
officials from both the Austrian and Chinese govern-
ments, as well as leading professors from Austria, Chi-
na, Russia, Nepal, Bhutan, Japan, Korea, Mongolia and 
India. Joint efforts on the part of EPU and the Peking 
University Health Science Center made this conference 
a great success and strengthened their cooperation to 
a great extent. In addition, EPU also developed in 2008 
a considerable number of valuable research projects 
involving member institutions in Beijing, such as the 
Peking University Health Science Center, the China 
Academy of Medical Sciences and the Capital Medi-
cal University. An example of such cooperation is our 
Joint Biomarker Research Center at Peking University 
Health Science Center.
From my perspective, the work at the EPU Beijing Of-
fice in 2008 was substantial, vibrant and fruitful. In or-
der to ensure the success of the Chinese–Austrian EU 
Summer School 2008, I helped Chinese students on 
behalf of the EPU Beijing Office with their visa appli-
cations, etc. During the EPU international conference 
on “Multifacetal Aspects of Aging and Aging Diseases” 
in October, I assisted the office of International Coop-
eration at the Peking University Health Science Center 
in carrying out certain preliminary arrangements con-

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Beijing Office
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nected with paper work, conference publicity, per-
sonnel coordination and logistical support. Besides, 
I was in charge of contacting scholarship applicants, 
collecting their application materials, arranging the in-
terviews and answering their questions. Furthermore, 
I also accompanied the President of EPU and other vis-
iting Austrian professors while they were visiting our 
member institutions and attending conferences and 
meetings. I acted as an interpreter from time to time. 
My routine work also included contacting relevant pro-
fessors in Beijing for our overseas member institutions 
so as to promote cooperation between them, assisting 
with visa applications for Chinese visiting scholars go-
ing to Austria and keeping daily records for the EPU 
Beijing Office. 
In 2008, the EPU Beijing Office dedicated much time 
to developing diverse programs, projects and activi-
ties in order to fulfill the objectives of EPU, namely 
to promote cooperation and communication between 
universities and institutes in Austria and Asia.
Under the leadership of Prof. Winklehner, the President 
of EPU, the Beijing Office collaborated closely with 
EPU Offices in Austria and Shanghai in project plan-
ning and implementation. I am fully convinced that 
EPU and the EPU Beijing Office will make even more 
contributions and achieve greater accomplishments in 
the upcoming year.

Chen Ying, EPU Beijing Office

Location: Peking University Health Science Center,
 Beijing
Contact: Chen Ying, EPU Beijing Office
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Austrian Center at Fudan University

Three years after its official opening, the Austrian 
Center at Fudan University in Shanghai continued 
strengthening its presence at that University by virtue 
of various activities.
Through the study library, whose inventory was ex-
tended, thanks to various donations, to more than 
3000 books, the material for students interested in 
Austria, Austrian culture, science, politics, arts and 
society, the German language, and German literature 
in general, is becoming more and more diversified. In 
addition, we were proud to introduce to our interested 
audiences a great expert on contemporary German 
and Austrian literature, Prof. Ingrid Gell, former profes-
sor of the German Department of the Graz University, 
who gave lectures on three different days. 
In its function as a link between Austrian and Chinese 
universities, the Austrian Center again helped numer-
ous students from Fudan (and other Chinese universi-
ties), and from Austrian universities, to get easier ac-
cess to internships and short-term stays at the other 
country’s institutions. This service was warmly wel-
comed by many students who were thus enabled to 
get additional experience useful for their studies.

In cooperation with the famous School of Journalism 
and the Department of Communication and ICT&S at 
the University of Salzburg, and with the Department 
of Communication at the University of Vienna, the 
first master’s Exchange Program in Media & Market-
ing Management was established. Because of this, 
students from the School of Journalism at Fudan Uni-
versity were able to go to Salzburg and Vienna for one 
semester (during the winter term of 2007/2008) and, 
in exchange, Austrian students visited Fudan Univer-
sity for one semester (in the summer term of 2008). 
The program included special lectures and courses for 
the students, as well as various visits and excursions 
aimed at familiarizing students with the media, jour-
nalism and culture of the two countries. The Austrian 
Center played a crucial role in helping the Austrian 
students to get acquainted with the do’s and don’ts in 
China, as well as arranging lectures and visits. The pro-
gram was highly appreciated by the students and will 
therefore be continued during the coming years.
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Location: Fudan University, Shanghai
Contact:  Julian Müller

For the 9th time, the Austrian Center, together with the 
Foreign Affairs Office at Fudan University, jointly organ-
ized the Summer School for students from Austria at 
Fudan university during the summer vacation months. 
The program focused not only mainly on business, 
economics and management, but also consisted of 
various lectures and visits related to China, its culture 
and its traditions. For example students visited the 
Peking Opera, museums and undertook various other 
sightseeing trips in Shanghai. This course was highly 
popular among the students. Some of them fell in love 
with China and its fascinating culture and people and 
made plans to come back again some day. 

In autumn 2008 the Austrian Center also organized an 
Austrian Day in order to introduce Austria to Chinese 
students. 

Finally, the Austrian Center, in its function as a link not 
only to Fudan University but also to other institutions 
in China, saw the implementation of various contribu-
tions to academic activities and conferences, such as 
cooperation in the field of Traditional Chinese Medi-
cine, cooperation regarding research in tunnelling and 
underground construction and representation of Aus-
tria and Austrian universities at different education 
fairs in Beijing and Hong Kong.
Altogether, the Austrian Center is a very useful facility. 
Established by Eurasia-Pacific Uninet at Fudan Univer-
sity, it will continue to carry out numerous important 
activities in the upcoming years.
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Austrian Center Staff

In the year 2008, the Austrian Center at Fudan Univer-
sity saw some major changes among the members of 
its staff. With the end of the year, Dr. Christofer Patrick 
Reichel concluded his service as head of the Austrian 
Center at Fudan University and returned home to Aus-
tria. He had held this office since March 2007 and was 
well known in the Foreign Affairs Office for his work 
ethic and high spirits. Back in Austria, he is now pre-
paring to continue his career as a medical practitioner. 
The whole EPU team would herewith like to wish Dr. 
Reichel good luck for his future work and expresses 
its gratitude to him for all his endeavours and commit-
ment in the past years.
The long-time assistant at the Austrian Center, Ms. 
Jiang Lai, also finished working at the Center in No-
vember 2008. Her untiring efforts in cataloguing the 
library and operating the library software were of 
tremendous benefit to the Austrian Center and the 
students of Fudan University. Furthermore, she was 

an enormous help in the administrative affairs of the 
Center. Ms. Jiang Lai is continuing her studies at Fudan 
University and will receive her Master’s degree in Ger-
man Language and Literature in 2009. EPU wishes her 
good luck for her future. 

In December 2008, Mr. Julian Müller succeeded Dr. 
Christofer Patrick Reichel as head of the Austrian Cent-
er at Fudan University. Mr. Müller studied Political Sci-
ence at the University of Innsbruck, and German as a 
Foreign Language at the Federal Teaching Training Col-
lege in Tyrol. Since he served as lecturer for the Aus-
trian Cooperation in Science, Education and Culture at 
the Department of German Language and Literature 
at Fudan University in the previous three years, he is 
already well integrated into Fudan University and its 
institutions. 
Mr. Müller is married to a Chinese and is fascinated by 
the long history and tradition of his host country.
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In 2008 emphasis was placed on the purchase of Aus-
trian literature for the study library of the Austrian 
Center, which in total contains 3000 volumes on Aus-
trian history, culture, literature, art and science. The 
majority of the books are in German. 
The Austrian Cooperation in Science, Education and 
Culture supported the acquisition of books on Aus-
trian literature after 1945, which included works by 
famous authors such as Peter Handke, Thomas Bern-
hard and Austrian Nobel Prize for Literature winner 
Elfriede Jelinek. Thanks to the support of the Austrian 
Cultural Forum Beijing, a fine selection of primary and 
secondary literature on “Vienna Modernism” by au-
thors like Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Arthur Schnitzler 
and Rainer Maria Rilke was sent to the study library.
The book donations were organised and sorted by the 
Austrian lecturer of the Austrian Cooperation at the 
German Department of Fudan University. A long-await-
ed collection of books from the University of Vienna 
finally arrived at the center’s library. It broadened the 
stock of books on Austrian history and contemporary 
history in a very important way. In 2008 the Tyrolean 
Government supported the Austrian Center again and 

sent new books dealing with the culture and people 
of Tyrol.
A special lecture series on Austrian literature was or-
ganized at the Austrian Center library by Prof. Ingrid 
Gell from the University of Graz, together with the Aus-
trian lecturer Mr. Julian Müller, under the title “Austria 
is Reading”, an Austria-wide campaign to promote the 
use of libraries. 
Prof. Gell gave a general overview of Austrian Litera-
ture in her lectures both in German and in English. 
Furthermore, a well received seminar on “Concrete Po-
etry” was held, and works of the unforgettable Ernst 
Jandl were presented. Finally, a special library tour was 
organized to encourage freshman students to enrol in 
the library.

Austrian Center Library

Partners: Austrian Cooperation in Science,
 Education and Culture 
 Austrian Cultural Forum in Beijing
Location:  Austrian Center, Fudan University
Contact:  Julian Müller
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In order to give more insight into the various institu-
tions, universities and partner countries in general, 
every permanent representative at Fudan University 
organises once a year an activity, where they present 
themselves to the students, the faculty and the public. 
Hence, the Austrian Center, too, was proud to have the 
opportunity to present itself, Austrian universities and 
Austria itself to the audience. 
The date set was October 21, 2008 at the “Students 
Plaza” of Fudan University. 
The “Austrian Day” consisted of various speeches and 
presentations about Austria and its culture, people 
and tradition. The Austrian Center was very proud to 
present professors from Austria who came to Shang-
hai specially for this event. Talks were given by: Prof. 
Barbara Dobretsberger from the Mozarteum in Salz-
burg on world famous Austrian music and composers; 
Prof. Alfred Pitterle from the Vienna University of Natu-
ral Resources, who gave a lecture about environmen-
tal protection in Austria; Prof. Helmut Kasper from the 
Vienna University of Economics and Business Admin-
istration, who gave an introduction to Austrian econ-
omy and management trends; Dr. Diana Braakmann 
from the Sigmund Freud Private University, who spoke 
about the subject of psychoanalysis and its Austrian 
founder, Sigmund Freud; and Prof. Ingrid Gell from the 
University of Graz, who gave an overview of Austrian 
contemporary literature. 
One very special presentation was given by the interna-
tionally famous Austrian crystal company, Swarovski, 
which brought some very nice examples of their re-
nowned crystals for the audience to look at. 
Regarding catering, the Vienna Café of Shanghai, 
owned by Mr. Peter Kycelt, originally from Vienna, 
served delicious Austrian cakes and coffee, which 
were highly appreciated by the almost 200 visitors 
who attended the activity. 
All in all, the 2008 Austrian Day was a huge success 
and hopefully it will contribute to a greater understand-
ing of Austria in China, and also bring the activities of 
the Austrian Center closer to the students, faculty and 
other interested people at Fudan University.

Austrian Day at Fudan University
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Network Office Mongolia

The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Office at the Mongolian 
University of Science and Technology coordinates ac-
tivities between the Austrian and Mongolian member 
institutions. The cooperation program between the 
National University of Mongolia, the Mongolian Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, the Health Sciences 
University, the Academy of Sciences of Mongolia and 
the Austrian member insitutions is based on the prin-
ciple of the mobility of students and professors at aca-
demic level for specific purposes, and fellowships for 
students and for professors. 

Scholarships for partner institutions
In 2008, Eurasia-Pacific Uninet granted On-Place schol-
arships to 24 students admitted to a doctoral program 
at one of the four member institutions in Mongolia, 
and to five post-doc academics working at those insti-
tutions, to do research at Austrian universities in order 
to develop cooperation with Austrian scientists. The 
selection was made by three professors from Austria 
on May 31, 2008, under the supervision of the national 
coordinator of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet project in 
Mongolia. The national coordinator, Prof. Sarantuya 

Tsedendamba, is happy to report that some of the 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet alumni students passed their 
doctorate exams in 2008 and received their doctoral 
degrees. They included Mrs. Kh. Ariunaa, Mongolian 
University of Science and Technoloy and Mrs. Zulgerel, 
National University of Mongolia. 
At each Eurasia-Pacific Uninet member institution 
alumni networks were established in order to fos-
ter contacts among alumni themselves and between 
alumni, their Austrian host universities and Eurasia-
Pacific Uninet; to maintain professional, academic 
and personal ties with Austria by providing a regular 
information service; to contribute to deepening and 
extending academic exchange between the alumni ’s 
home country and the host country, thereby making 
a positive contribution to the internationalization of 
higher education; and to use the experience, know-
ledge and insights gained by alumni during their study 
and research in Austria to benefit the current genera-
tion of scholarship holders and others interested in 
studying in Austria in the future. 
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Promoting the German language
The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet’s lectureship program is de-
signed to promote German language and culture stud-
ies in Mongolia. Since September 2008, Ms. Judith 
Anna Platter has been working as Austrian lecturer at 
the Mongolian University of Science and Technology, 
teaching German and working for the Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet Office at the Mongolian University of Science 
and Technology (MUST). This is the first Austrian lec-
tureship in Mongolia. The host university is covering 
the teacher’s accommodation expenses and salary at 
MUST. The tasks and responsibilities performed by the 
lecturer cover the following areas: teaching German 
as a foreign language; organizing events and courses 
on Austrian studies and recent Austrian and European 
history; offering Austrian film evenings, courses and 
lectures on Austrian studies; providing instruction on 
didactics and methodology of foreign language teach-
ing; examining students; contributing to the offering 
of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet programs; maintaining con-
tacts with the Austrian Consulate in Ulaanbaatar, the 
Austrian Embassy in Beijing and Austrian higher edu-
cation institutions; advising on study opportunities in 
Austria and on possible sources of financial support; 
and (contributing to) organizing cultural events, in-
side and outside the university. In the academic term 
of 2008/2009, Ms. Platter taught German language 
conversation to about 54 undergraduates from MUST. 
This Eurasia-Pacific Uninet program enables young 
graduates who took German studies or German as a 
foreign language at the university to work with Mongo-
lian German language teachers and so gain practical 
teaching experience and intercultural skills. It is hoped 
they will play a vital role in building cultural bridges 
between East Asia and Austria. 

The introduction of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet scholar-
ship programs in 2008 brought more applications from 
all member institutions, so that the process of selec-
tion first took place at their own institutions and later 
the applications were sent to the Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net office. One of the consequences of the increasing 
number of applicants looking for financing is that the 
funding issue has become a major priority for the fu-
ture. Prof. Sarantuya stresses the importance of Eura-
sia-Pacific Uninet’s continuing work in Mongolia and 
raising awareness of the existence of the network office 
by coordinating the universities’ network in Mongolia. 

Location:   Mongolian University of Science 
and Technology, Ulaanbaatar

Contact:   Prof. Sarantuya Tsedendamba,
national co-ordinator Mongolia



NETWORK_OFFICES

B_14EURASIA_PACIFIC_UNINET

Austrian Lecturer Program at Tongji University

In September 2006, the position of Austrian Guest 
Lecturer, sponsored by the Austrian Cooperation in 
Science, Education and Culture, was created at the 
German Department of Tongji University. The guest 
lecture was introduced on the initiative of the Austrian 
Consulate General in Shanghai.

The foundation of Tongji University in 1907 was a joint 
Chinese and German undertaking, and the German 
language has always played a major role in the one-
hundred-year history of the university. In view of this, 
it is a great pleasure and challenge to teach German 
on a high level at this established and well-known Ger-
man-language-teaching institution.
Apart from the general German-language classes, the 
task of the lecturer is to provide background knowl-
edge about Austrian history, culture and literature. 
Personal consultation and information on the possi-
bilities of studying in Austria is also offered, and the 
lecturer is the contact person for everybody at the uni-
versity who has questions about Austria.

Courses offered in the summer term 2008:

•  German as a Foreign Language – 
Elementary German I/II

•  History and Culture of the German-speaking 
Countries

•  Austrian Literature of the 20th Century
•  Theory of Modern Drama of the 20th Century

Besides the weekly German classes, the lecturer also 
assists the German department as reader and proof-
reader of bachelor and masters theses, as well as 
various other specific articles written by students and 
teachers of the department.

The following bachelor theses have been written in 
the summer term:

•  Sigmund Freud’s influence on Arthur Schnitzler’s 
work, as demonstrated in “Fräulein Else”

•  Sissy – Myth and Truth

Furthermore, the lecturer holds a film evening every 
week, where Austrian and German films are shown and 
discussed afterwards. In May 2008, the lecturer organ-
ized a public reading by the well-known Austrian writer 
Christoph Ransmayr which took place in the German 
Department of the university.

Partners:  Austrian Cooperation in Science, 
Education and Culture, 

Location:  Tongji University
Contact:   Wolfgang Schmid
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Austrian Lecturer Program at Fudan University

In the study year 2008, the cooperation between the 
Department of German Language and Literature at 
Fudan University and the Lectureship of the Austrian 
Cooperation in Science, Education and Culture was 
continued successfully. 
The emphasis placed on Austrian literature in the pre-
vious teaching year produced an increased number of 
bachelor theses supervised by the lecturer, dealing 
with such famous Austrian authors as Arthur Schnit-
zler, Stefan Zweig and Joseph Roth.
Cooperation between other Austrian institutions in 
Shanghai and the Lectureship was strengthened fur-
ther in 2008. The Austrian Holocaust Memorial Men-
tor, Dominik Holter, was invited to Fudan University to 
give a lecture about ‘Austria and the Holocaust’ and 
explained the work of the Austrian Service Abroad in 
China. In return, the lecturer organized an excursion of 
the German Department to the Center of Jewish Stud-
ies Shanghai (CJSS) at the Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences to outline the prominent role Shanghai played 
as a refuge for Austrian Jews during World War II. 
Furthermore, the Austrian lecturer organized various 
book donations from Austrian institutions for the study 
library of the Austrian Center, and helped to catalogue 
the newly purchased books in the library software.

Courses offered in summer term 2008:

•  Business and Technical German
•  Essay Writing
•  Listening Comprehension II
•  Cultural Studies Project

Courses offered in winter term 2008/09:

•  The Literature of Vienna Modernism
•  Media Studies and Newspaper Reading
•  Listening Comprehension I
•  History of the German-speaking Countries

Apart from the teaching activities and the organiza-
tion of events on Austrian culture, the lecturer offers 
personal consultations and information about pos-
sibilities of studying in Austria, serves as reader and 
proof-reader for the academic staff of the German de-
partment, and is a member of the final examinations 
commission for bachelor’s and master’s studies at the 
College of Foreign Language and Literature.

Partners:  Austrian Cooperation in Science,
Education and Culture

Location:  Fudan University, Shanghai
Contact:  Julian Müller
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Austrian Lecturer Program  
at the Austrian-Chinese Music University

On the request of the China Conservatory, a position of 
Austrian Guest Lecturer was established by the Austria 
Cooperation in Science, Education and Culture (ÖK) at 
the Austrian-Chinese Music University in 2008. The 
position is affiliated to the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet and 
is supported by the Austrian Ministry of Science and 
Research.
This newly-established post is part of a two-step de-
velopment of the Austrian-Chinese Music University. 
One-year study courses are offered, with the option of 
carrying out full bachelor degree studies based on the 
curricula developed by the Austrian music universi-
ties. The goal is to prepare highly gifted musicians for 
studies in Austria.
 Apart from giving general German classes, the lecturer 
aims to focus on and deepen background knowledge 
about specific aspects of Austrian culture, literature 
and history, as well as on the development of a cur-
riculum supporting the aims of the whole project.

In the initial phase – that means the first semester, last-
ing from October to December 2008 – the main focus 
was laid on providing a basic knowledge of German by 
introducing special linguistic, intercultural and cultur-
al aids in accordance with the learning materials used. 
Starting from next semester, more specific aids will be 
introduced to enhance the general development.
It has become evident that due to the specifics of the 
musical education obtained, students of the vocal 
department need a different approach in German lan-
guage and culture studies. Therefore, a special course 
will be offered in the forthcoming semester for vocal-
ists only – complementary to the acquisition of general 
language skills – focusing on the phonetics, literature 
and cultural (language) history on which the German 
Lied and opera are based. 
Furthermore, a special course will be offered on Ger-
man music terminology and the music terminology 
used in Austria. Besides the teaching duties involved, 
the lecturer is in charge of coordinating all the project 
activities which Eurasia-Pacific Uninet conducts jointly 
with the China Conservatory. This includes – just to 
specify some of the duties – the organisation of and 
participation in workshops and lecturing activities, 
everything related to the local execution of the Eura-
sia-Pacific Uninet scholarship programme, and the ar-
rangement of guest lectureships.

Partners:  Austrian Cooperation in Science,
Education and Culture

Location:   China Conservatory, 
Austrian-Chinese Music University

Contact:  Dr. Sigrid Steinschaden
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Austrian Lecturer Program at the  
Mongolia University of Science and Technology 

It was on September 5 that I made my way to the heart 
of Asia, landing at Chingis Khan Airport in Ulaanbaatar. 
The only thing I knew then about this far away country 
was that my work for the next academic year would be 
to teach German as a Foreign Language at the Univer-
sity of Science and Technology in Ulaanbaatar, more 
specifically at the preparatory course for engineers, as 
well as to contribute to the work of the Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet office in the capital of Mongolia. 
As it was the first time that an Austrian lecturer started 
work at the university, the starting partnership and 
collaboration was a totally new experience for every-
body involved. I launched my conversation, civilization 
and culture classes in early September, with complete 
beginners (two groups, with 15 students in each) and 
with second-year students (32 students at language 
level A 2, according to the Common European Frame-
work). The main objective so far has been to improve 
overall language skills, give the students the oppor-
tunity to get a deep insight into a German-speaking 
country in the heart of Europe, strengthen their con-
fidence in their own language skills, and offer realistic 
communication environment with a language teacher 
not understanding their mother tongue and forcing 
them therefore to try their best in communicating ef-
fectively. Besides the mere conversation, civilization 
and culture classes, I started an Austrian movie night, 
held on every second Monday evening and dedicated 
to Austrian movies.

So far it has been much appreciated by the German-
speaking community in Ulaanbaatar. Furthermore, the 
other diplomatic and cultural European institutions in 
Ulaanbaatar, more specifically the German and French 
embassies, the Goethe library, the French Alliance 
Française, the Swiss Information Centre, the German 
DAAD lecturers and the Examination Centre for the 
Austrian German Diploma had been approached, and 
the specific contacts existing were intensified in order 
to extend the foreign language offer in the capital. In 
November, four Mongolian candidates officially tested 
their German language skills by doing the Austrian 
German Diploma test for level C1 at the examination 
centre in Ulaanbaatar where I worked as examiner for 
the written and oral exams. 
Regarding the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet project, the main 
activities consisted in a coordination meeting in Octo-
ber held in Beijing, the festive handing-over ceremony 
of the in-place scholarships in the presence of the 
Mongolian Minister for cultural affairs, the presidents 
of the Mongolian universities and the local media, as 
well as the welcoming and hosting of Austrian delega-
tions in Ulaanbaatar. 
After my first semester at the MUST, I hope that my 
work will continue to be as exciting and interesting as 
it has been so far, providing the best in situ full immer-
sion program for my Mongolian students and making 
as profitable a contribution as possible to the Eurasi-
Pacific Uninet project. 

Partners:  Austrian Cooperation in Science,
Education and Culture

Location:  Mongolia University of Science and Technology
Contact:  Judith Anna Platter
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Austrian Guest Lecturer Program  
at the University of Pune

In the year 2008, the post of the Austrian Guest Lectur-
er was created at the Department of Foreign Languag-
es/German Section, University of Pune, in cooperation 
with the Austrian Cooperation in Science, Education 
and Culture and the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. The Aus-
trian lectureship in Pune, where a long and successful 
academic tradition of learning German exists, is the 
first of its kind in India and was warmly welcomed by 
the respective university authorities.

The Austrian Guest Lecturer started his teaching work 
in winter term 2008, contributing to the following 
courses:
•  The History of German Literature
•  Introduction to Scientific Methods

Furthermore, he assisted department colleagues and 
students as reader and proof-reader, commented on 
the characteristics of Austrian German in literary texts 
translated into Marathi, offered information on study-
ing and research in Austria, and helped to coordinate 
academic exchange and communication between uni-
versities in Austria and the University of Pune. 

One of his tasks is to provide advisory service and in-
formation to university members interested in cooper-
ation programs with Austrian institutions and vice ver-
sa and, thus, to enhance the Indo-Austrian dialogue.

With the beginning of the year 2009, the Austrian 
Guest Lecturer will be fully integrated into the curric-
ula of the Department of Foreign Languages / German 
Section. Courses and cultural activities with a special 
focus on Austrian literature, arts and history will also 
be among his activities.

Partners:  Austrian Cooperation in Science,
Education and Culture

Location:   Department of Foreign Languages/
German Section, University of Pune

Contact:  Harald Schmiderer
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Austrian Libraries  
– Activities in Mongolia and in the Russian Federation

Through the generous support of Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net it was possible for me to accede to the request of 
the National University of Mongolia and, as from May 
21, 2008, re-examine and professionally organize, pri-
or to the cataloguing of the books, the Austria Library, 
which had been transferred to a new building complex. 
The Austria Library is now located in a wonderful new 
building at the Faculty of Economics and Foreign Serv-
ice, beside the English Library.
After completing my work on June 3, 2008, I went to the 
professors of the German Department of the NUM to 
inform them that the Library was once more available 
to them and that they would find there a large quantity 
of source materials for the study of German literature. 
The German Department in Ulaanbaatar plans to lay 
greater stress on modern German literature in autumn, 
and would be very grateful for a series of teaching-by-
topic lectures on contemporary Austrian literature.
On June 4, 2008, I joined the Austrian delegation of 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, which was on its way to Sibe-
ria for cooperation talks on the theme of traditional 
medicine. Thus, I had the opportunity first to inform 
professors and students at the German Department of 
Buryat State University about interesting new works 
of literature on the Austrian book market, and then to 
give practical assistance in language teaching at the 
language sector of the Medical University in Irkutsk. 
I promised to supply them with medical journals and 
formulas in German language, as they have great need 
of such material in order to keep abreast of the latest 
developments. I have already discussed this matter 
with the Vice-President of the Medical University of 
Graz, Prof. Lang-Loidolt, and we shall certainly be in a 
position to provide suitable material by autumn.

Professor Anatoli Karpov, Head of the German Depart-
ment in Ulaan Ude, is urgently in need of contempo-
rary Austrian literature for the department library, and 
would greatly welcome a series of teaching-by-theme 
lectures in this field.

On behalf of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet we would like to 
thank Prof. Ingrid Gell for her support and commitment. 
A special word of gratitude to the Peter Mahringer Fund 
for its generous donation, which is earmarked for the 
purchase of Austrian literature for our member institu-
tions. We are very pleased about the interest shown in 
Austrian literature and the development of the Austria 
Library and German Department at our member insti-
tutions in Ulaanbaatar and Ulan Ude, and we are sure 
that they can very well use the books donated.

Report from Prof. Ingrid Gell
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Interdisciplinary science and technologies have con-
verged in the last few years to create exciting challeng-
es and opportunities in life science, involving novel 
analytical strategies in biomedical applications. Since 
the opening of the Sino-Austrian Biomarker Center in 
2006, a strong and effective cooperation between the 
Institute of Analytical Chemistry and Radiochemistry 
at the University of Innsbruck and the Peking Univer-
sity Health Science Center has been built up. The main 
aim of the Sino-Austrian collaboration is to expand the 
scope of novel innovative and high performance bio-
analytical techniques in the fields of proteomics and 
genomics using high performance single- and multi-
dimensional separation methods, such as liquid chro-
matography (HPLC) connected to mass spectroscopy 

(MS). The Institute of Analytical Chemistry and Radio-
chemistry under the direction of Prof. Günther Bonn 
provides the proper tools and techniques for tracing 
potential disease markers in the field of biomarker 
discovery and supports strategies for isolating and 
characterizing plant ingredients in phytochemistry. 
The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet enables and financially sup-
ports the cooperation with the Health Science Center 
at the Peking University under the supervision of Prof. 
Ke Yang, Vice-President of the Peking University. 
One of the main focuses of the research program is the 
establishment of a screening platform for prostate-, 
breast- and human hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). 
HCC ranks fifth in worldwide cancer incidence and is 
an important component of public health. 
It is responsible for approximately one million deaths 
each year, mainly in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia and 
has ranked the second highest cancer killer in China 
since the 1990´s. On the other hand prostate cancer 
is one of the most frequent tumor types in European 
male, whereas in Asia, especially in rural areas the 

Austrian-Chinese Center for Biomarker Discovery

Location:   Peking University Health Science Center,
Beijing

Opening:  May 25, 2006
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prostate cancer incidences are negligible low, which 
can be attributed to genetic differences but also to the 
nutrition and diet, decreasing the risk for the develop-
ment of prostate cancer. Interestingly prostate cancer 
also increased more and more in overcrowded areas 
of China which can be attributed to the environmental 
changes like a fast-paced life style or increasing con-
sumption of fast food etc. over the past 15 years. 
For the detection of prostate and hepatocellular carci-
noma, highly efficient organic polymers based on gly-
cidyl-methacrylate and divinyl-benzene are designed 
which allow the specific immobilization of tumor-as-
sociated proteins, deriving from blood serum and cell 
lysate. Proteins are screened by mass spectrometric 
tools and advanced bioinformatics tools are used for 
comparison of individual mass signals and sophisti-
cated data mining approaches are applied to find bi-
omarkers of clinical interest. 
In a second approach multifunctional chitosan nano-
spheres are synthesized and employed as MELDI car-
riers. This material enables the binding of serum com-
pounds over a broad mass range including low mass 
peptides and high mass albumin (66 kDa). 
The chitosan nanospheres are further successfully ap-
plied for nano-LC-ESI-MS/MS analysis of human serum 

which resulted into the identification of peptides and 
proteins, indicating the excellent performance of the 
material. For the detection of breast cancer, mutation 
analysis is performed by denaturing high-performance 
liquid chromatography (DHPLC). DHPLC is a reliable, 
high-throughput technique for detection of mutation 
in familial breast cancers, as well as in heterogeneous 
tumor material. Moreover this approach is going to be 
applied for the detection of cervical cancer. 
To ensure a maximum of scientific output and to fur-
ther strengthen the fruitful cooperation, several meet-
ings, conferences, scientific exchanges and opposite 
visits are in the planning process and will be held pe-
riodically to discuss with enthusiasm the progress of 
this collaboration. 
The Institute of Analytical Chemistry and Radiochem-
istry at the Leopold-Franzens University Innsbruck is 
hosting PhD students and PostDocs coming from Chi-
na for education and training purposes, allowing them 
to fully concentrate on the research plans and goals. 
Prof. Günther Bonn already invited seven colleagues 
from the Peking University for training course as well 
as for one year scholar-ship. Especially young scien-
tists from both countries through Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
netshould benefit from this program. 
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Austria-China Research Centre  
for Environmental Protection

The importance of a partnership between China and 
Austria in the area of energy and environment had al-
ready been agreed on in April 2005, when the Memo-
randum of Understanding between Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet and Northwest A&F University, Yangling, was 
signed. This memorandum included the establishment 
of an Austria-China Research Centre for Environmen-
tal Protection. Together with the University of Natural 
Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, the joint 
centre was officially opened on May 15, 2007 at the 
campus of Northwest A&F University in Yangling.
The Austria-China Research Centre for Environment 
Protection has as its main objectives the facilitation of 
joint research programs, the creation of educational, 
training and public awareness programs, and the en-

couragement of exchange activities (such as scholar-
ships and short-term guest professorships) between 
Northwest A&F University and the member institutions 
of all member countries of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. An-
other priority of the center is the organization of con-
ferences and workshops in the field of environmental 
protection. Subsequent to the opening of the center, 
the successful conference on “Eco-Energies for Future 
Generations” took place.

Location: Northwest A&F University, Yangling
Opening: May 15, 2007
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International Conference:  
»Water for Future Generations«

This conference served as one of the follow-up con-
ferences agreed on during the establishment of the 
“Austria-China Research Centre for Environment Pro-
tection”.
The main aim of the conference was to highlight the 
current situation of water in Austria as well as in Asia. 
The conference was opened with keynote speeches on 
environmental policies. 
The four main topics of the conference were: “Water 
Policy: Integrated Sustainable Land Management”, 
“Drinking Water & Hazard Water Control”, “Industrial 
and Irrigation Water: Hydro-Energy”, and “Water Pol-
lution, Waste-Water Management & Recycling: Water 
Technology”.
All four topics were presented to the general audience 
in the form of keynote speeches, given by an Austrian 
as well as an Asian counterpart. 
The following three half days were dedicated to indi-
vidual sessions on the four topics. Here international 
scientists were able to present their field of expertise 
to their colleagues. 
The last half day was reserved for working groups on 
the different topics. In individual groups the partici-
pants of the conference identified potential fields of 
research and potential joint-projects. 

We would like to thank the Austrian Ambassador to Bei-
jing, Dr. Sajdik, the Austrian Trade Counsellor to Beijing, 
Dr. Andesner, the Vice-Counsellor, Dr. Meyer, and the 
Former European Union Commissioner for Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, Dr. Fischler, for their attend-
ance and for the support they gave at the conference. 

Date:   May 08–11, 2008
Venue:  Northwest A&F University, Yangling
Partners:   University of Vienna, University of Natural 

Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, 
University of Salzburg, University of Leoben, 
Northwest A&F University, Yangling, Fudan 
University, Tongji University, University of Ma-
cao, Chinese University of Hongkong, Central 
South University of Forestry & Technology, 
Hangkong University, Shihezi University, 
Hohai University, Nanjing, Chinese Academy 
of Forestry, University of Jiaxing, Mongolian 
University of Science & Technology, National 
University of Mongolia, Buryat State Uni-
versity, Naryn State University, Kyrgyz State 
University of Construction, Transportation 
and Architecture, Management Development 
Institute, Gurgaon
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Sino-Austrian Center  
for Media and Communication Management

In 2004, first Agreements on the Development of the 
Sino Austrian Center for Media and Communication 
Management were made between Fudan University, 
the School of Journalism at Fudan University, the In-
ternational Foundation for Media and Marketing, and 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.
The Center was set up as a joint project between the 
School of Journalism at Fudan University, the Depart-
ments of Communication and Journalism at the Uni-
versities of Vienna and Salzburg, and the Center for 
Advanced Studies in Information and Communication 
Technologies & Society (ICT´S) of the University of 
Salzburg.
In April 2005, Austrian and Chinese experts from me-
dia practice and media science met again. The nego-
tiations resulted in the Final Agreement of April 2005, 
which concretized the “Memorandum on the Agree-
ment on the Development of the Sino- Austrian Center 
for Media and Marketing” from October 2004. 
In May 2006 a statement of cooperation was signed 
between the partners, which stressed the importance 
of the double degree programs on a bachelor’s and 
master’s level, the Ph.D. student exchange, and joint 
research programs. 
A joint project founded in 2005 by Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net and Fudan University, the Master’s Exchange Pro-
gram, is a major issue for the Sino-Austrian Center for 
Media and Communication Management. As the multi-
perspectives approach is a crucial factor in the quality 
of the entire exchange program, the main objectives 
set are the achieving of trans-cultural competences in 
the field of media and communication management, 
and the gaining of mutual insights into different cul-
tural and economic systems. 
In June 2007 the conference entitled “China’s Chang-
ing Values and the Resultant Impact on Society, Cul-
ture and Economy – an East-West Perspective” was 
organized. The conference aimed at creating a picture 

of the new open policy in China and the possible in-
fluence of value changes on Chinese society, culture 
and economy, as well as the role of the media in this 
change of values.
Another important activity is the Sino-Austrian Me-
dia Management Training Program in collaboration 
with the Media & Marketing Academy. The purpose of 
the Media & Marketing Academy is to create a broad 
range of executive training programs for the develop-
ment of professional skills in media management, and 
to establish a forum for the exchange of academic re-
search, professional experience and ‚best practice’. 
The programs includes workshops and seminars, field 
trips and exchange programs, as well as ‘best prac-
tice’ forums. The Sino-Austrian Media Management 
Training Program is meant as a basis for the develop-
ment of further programs focusing on special topics in 
the area of media management and marketing, with  
Vienna functioning as central European hub for these 
programs. Cooperation with other cities like Hamburg, 
or with international organisations like the European 
Union, or with big media companies, will give these 
programs a truly global character. 
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For the second time, the Master Exchange Program 
“Media and Communication Management”, is suc-
cessfully completed.
The globalisation of science increases the competi-
tiveness of students all over the world. In the field of 
media and communication in particular, international 
experience is a must for future decision-makers. In 
line with this process, developing new trans-cultural 
cooperation programs becomes absolutely vital. Chi-
na, with its growing importance in global economy and 
its increasingly influential role in the global media and 
communication industry, represents a crucial partner 
in the field of academic science and research. 
The Master Exchange Program “Media and Communi-
cation Management (MCM)” started on October 1, 2008 
for the second time. The Universities of Salzburg and Vi-
enna welcomed 17 exchange students from Fudan Uni-
versity (Shanghai, China), the BFSU and the CNU (both 
Beijing, China) for the winter term 2008/09. This pro-
gram brings together Chinese and Austrian students in 
the field of communication. By cooperating closely for 
two semesters they gain first-hand experience that will 
help them to meet the challenges of a global future. 
Students who attend the program receive a special 
certification for an international program in media and 
communication management. The main objectives of 
the program include the development of trans-cultural 
competences in the field of media and communication 
management, and in dealing with the topics of culture 
and society, technology, and economy. Considering 
the multi-perspectives approach as a crucial factor 
for the quality of the entire exchange program, trans-
cultural competence is introduced as a basic prin-
ciple for raising mutual understanding and respect. 

The Media and Communication Management exchange 
program is a cooperation project between acknowl-
edged academic institutions and partners. The Univer-
sity of Salzburg with Dr. Ursula Maier-Rabler (ICT&S 
Director) and Dr. Tom Herdin (Department of Commu-
nication), the University of Vienna with Prof. Thomas 
Bauer (Department of Communication), the Fudan Uni-
versity in Shanghai (School of Journalism) with Prof. 
Yu Zhenwei, the Beijing Foreign Studies University, the 
Capital Normal University and Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
are collaborating in this project.

Master Exchange Program  
»Media and Communication Management«
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Sino-Austrian Collaborating Center  
for Chinese Medical Sciences

In June 2005, Eurasia-Pacific Uninet and the China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences signed the first 
Memorandum of Agreement on close cooperation in 
the field of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), involv-
ing all relevant member institutions of Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet. The expert workshop on “Quality Standards in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine” took place in Salzburg 
in 2005. The main goal of this workshop, which was 
attended by experts from China and Austria, was to 
set up a platform for a sustainable exchange of ideas 
regarding TCM in China and Austria.
In the course of the medical expert meetings in Beijing 

and Shanghai in September 2006, a day focusing on 
Traditional Chinese Medicine was organized in Beijing. 
Experts from China and Austria took the opportunity to 
exchange further ideas on cooperation, and the China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences presented a first 
proposal about establishing a joint research platform 
between China and Austria.
As a next step, the expert conference on “Traditional 
Chinese Medicine – A Successful Concept for East and 
West” took place in November 2006 in Vienna, Aus-
tria. This conference proved a milestone for medical 
and scientific research cooperation between China 
and Austria. The conference discussions focused on 
the interface between TCM and western medicine, on 
scientific research regarding effectiveness and practi-
cal appliance, and, of course, on the benefits for pa-
tients. In the course of the conference, experts from 
Chinese and Austrian universities and institutions, as 
well as from the Austrian Ministry of Health and Wom-
en, further discussed the implementation of a joint-re-
search platform. The Austrian side introduced its idea 
of a “TCM Research Cluster Austria”, which includes 
all interested Austrian universities and aims at doing 

joint research in various fields of TCM. Parallel to the 
Austrian Cluster, a Chinese platform, headed by the 
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, shall be 
established, which will also include several interested 
member institutions of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.
These conferences on TCM resulted in the common 
wish of the participants to establish a joint research 
center. Therefore on October 16, 2007, the Sino-Austri-
an Collaborating Center for Chinese Medical Sciences 
was officially opened. Following the official opening, 
the 2007 Expert Forum on Traditional Chinese Medi-
cine was held at the China Academy for Chinese Medi-
cal Sciences. It was jointly organized by Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet and the China Academy for Chinese Medical Sci-
ences, and was attended by various experts from Aus-
trian and Chinese research institutions. The aim of this 
forum was to specify future cooperation plans in con-
junction with the Sino-Austrian Collaborating Center 
for Chinese Medical Sciences. Different projects were 
therefore presented by various experts from several 
Chinese and Austrian universities. During the two days 
of the Forum, the key task was to find researchers on 
both sides who would work jointly on these projects, 
which cover the whole range of Chinese Medical Sci-
ences, including theory, application, medicinal plants 
and drug safety. The research projects presented, had 
all  TCM and age-diseases as one of the main topics.
The operational facilities for the Center, which include 
offices and scientific work stations, are provided by 
the China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences in 
Beijing. An office for organizational issues, and labo-
ratory facilities for scientific research, is located there. 
The facilities are open to all researchers involved in 
the Center. An administrative board, a committee and 
a scientific board have been set up for the coordina-
tion of projects.

Location:  China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, 
Beijing

Opening: September 16, 2007



CENTERS_&_ JOINT_SCHOOLS

C_9 ANNUAL_REPORT_2008



CENTERS_&_JOINT_SCHOOLS

C_10EURASIA_PACIFIC_UNINET

Progress Meeting  
»Traditional Chinese Medicine and Age-Related Diseases«

From May 28 to 30, 2008, the TCM Research Cluster 
Austria held a progress meeting with their Chinese 
counterparts at the China Academy of Chinese Medi-
cal Sciences (CACMS) in Beijing. Welcome addresses 
were given by the President of the China Academy 
of Chinese Medical Sciences, Prof. Cao Hongxin, and 
Prof. Brigitte Winklehner as President of Eurasia-Pa-
cific Uninet. The meeting was under the patronage of 
the Austrian government represented by Mrs. Elisa-
beth Gehrer, the Former Federal Austrian Minister for 
Education, Science and Culture, and Dr Stefan Scholz, 
Minister and Deputy of the Austrian Embassy, who also 

gave welcome addresses. Vice-Minister Prof. Robert 
Schlögel of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health, 
Family and Youth expressed in his welcome speech the 
intention of the meeting to provide a basis for cooper-
ation between Austria and China on Chinese medicine 
in terms of evaluation and quality assurance. Present-
ing eight projects under the general title “Traditional 
Medicine and Age-Related Diseases“, he also pointed 
out that the foundations had already been laid at the 
first conference in September 2007.
In the course of the meeting, presentations were made 
by the above-mentioned project groups and their Chi-
nese counterpart. The project group of Prof. Brantner 
and Prof. Rausch, together with Prof. Bian from the 
CACMS, presented their ideas on the neuro-protective 
effects of TCM compounds. Prof. Bauer and Prof. Lu dis-
cussed their work on anti-inflammatory properties and 
their testing in TCM. Prof. Kopp from the Department 
of Pharmacognosy of the University of Vienna stressed 
the necessity of quality assurance in herbal medicinal 
products and their isolated compounds, and this was 
complemented by a presentation by Prof. Huang and 
Prof. Fu on the quality control of Chinese herbal mate-
rial. A central project was presented by Prof. Wallner 
from the Department of Philosophy, University of Vien-
na, involving the theory, methodology and structure of 
the joint Chinese-Austrian TCM project, complemented 
on the Chinese side by Prof. Pan. In addition to the 
pharmacological issues, acupuncture also represents 
a target within this joint project. In this context, Prof. 
Litscher presented his technological refinements for 
developing high-tech acupuncture techniques.
The effectiveness of TCM medication will be examined 
in the context of the work of Prof. Stuppner and his 
partner, Prof. Wang, from the academy. Experimental 
research in animal studies has to have its part in a 
comprehensive approach to TCM. In this context Dr. Ma 
from the Department of Pathophysiology of the Medi-
cal University of Vienna presented her studies on the 
effect of Chinese herb formulations on post-infarct re-
generation of the heart. A group from the University of 
Innsbruck, represented by Prof. Huck and Prof. Bonn, 

Date: May 28–30, 2008
Venue:  China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, 

Beijing
Partners:  Medical University of Vienna, University of 

Vienna, University of Veterinary Medicine 
Vienna, Medical University of Graz, University 
of Graz , University of Innsbruck,  
Austrian Ministry of Health, Family and Youth,  
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, 
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine,  
Peking University Health Science Center, 
Capital Medical University, Heilongjiang 
University of Chinese Medicine, Harbin,  
Jilin University, Xinjiang Medical University
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presented novel and analytical tools in their approach 
to TCM compounds involving near-infrared spectro-
scopic techniques that will serve in the evaluation of 
TCM herbs, as their Chinese partner, Prof. Yang, also 
explained. The presentations were followed by de-
tailed discussions regarding further steps to be taken, 
time lines and open questions. 
A major issue was the signing of the Letters of Intent 
by the partners from both countries. It was a very good 
opportunity for the scientists of both countries to im-
prove mutual understanding and communication, and 
promote the advance of scientific research. Based on 
their common interests, eight projects were signed 
under the title “Traditional Chinese Medicine and Age-
Related Diseases”. 
Financial support for the next three years will be pro-
vided by two Austrian ministries: the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Research and the Ministry of Health. On the 
Chinese side, financial support will be provided by the 
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences. Following 
the financial guarantees from the Austrian and Chinese 

side, funding agreements were given to the Austrian 
research partners on September 1, 2008, in Vienna. 
After the Progress Meeting, a small delegation from 
among the Austrian participants left for Mongolia to 
organize, together with the Health Sciences University 
of Mongolia, a conference on “Mongolian Traditional 
Medicine and Aging”. After the activities in Mongolia, 
some members of the Austrian delegation, together 
with representatives from the Health Sciences Univer-
sity of Mongolia, went on to the Russian Federation 
– to Buryat State University – to jointly organize a con-
ference on “Issues of Aging and Traditional Medicine 
in Buryatia”, and to Irkutsk State Medical University to 
speak about possible future collaboration.
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Austria-China Research Center  
on Tunnel and Underground Engineering

In recognition of the great success that has been 
achieved since 2003 through cooperation in such 
academic activities as the organization of seminars, 
symposia and joint research programs, as well as 
through the exchange programme for senior students 
and scientists in the field of tunnel and underground 
engineering, Tongji University in Shanghai proposed 
to Eurasia-Pacific Uninet the idea of setting up a joint 
research institution. After constructive discussions 
between the President of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Prof. 
Brigitte Winklehner, and the Vice-President of Tongji 
University, Prof. Yang Dongyuan, in June 2007, both 
parties entered into an agreement to establish a joint 
Austria-China Research Center on Tunnel and Under-
ground Engineering, which will enhance and strength-
en the existing ties between Tongji University and the 
Austrian research institutions involved.

Several Austrian universities with specialized depart-
ments in this field submitted letters of intent with re-
gard to participating in such a center, proposing various 
topics as a basis for future projects. The universities 

referred to were: the Technical Universities of Vienna 
and Graz, the University of Leoben, the University of 
Innsbruck, the University of Natural Resources and Ap-
plied Life Sciences, Vienna, and the University of Ap-
plied Sciences Carinthia. The formal opening ceremo-
ny of the Austria-China Research Center on Tunnel and 
Underground Engineering took place in October 2007. 
The Center serves as a link between Austria and China in 
the field of tunneling and underground engineering. It 
provides information exchange and training programs, 
and will play an active role in promoting public interest 
and extension services beneficial to both sides. There-
fore it also conducts research, develops scientific tech-
nology and tools, and introduces improved methods 
of achieving concordant development. Joint research 
projects, as well as educational and training programs, 
will be promoted, and it is planned to hold conferences 
and meetings on a regular basis.
Tongji University will provide such necessities as per-
manent premises, and will grant access to specific 
laboratories.
A further goal of the Center is to involve industry in 
future projects in order to make work as practical as 
possible and to ensure that it is of benefit not only to 
the students and researchers but also to the public at 
large through the improvement of infrastructures in 
both countries.

Location:  Tongji University, Shanghai
Opening: October 2007
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The Third ACTUE International Symposium  
»Towards a Safe and Saving Underground Space«

After the formal opening of the Austria-China Research 
Centre on Tunnel and Underground Engineering in 
October 2007, researchers from Austrian universities 
and Tongji University met again in December 2008 in 
Shanghai for a Symposium with the title “Towards a 
Safe Underground and Saving Pace”. The workshop 
served as platform for both sides to present ongoing 
research. All Austrian universities with significant re-
search activities in various aspects of tunnelling par-
ticipated, namely Vienna University of Technology, Graz 
University of Technology, the University of Innsbruck, 
the University of Leoben and the Carinthia University 
of Applied Sciences. In more than 25 presentations a 
large variety of different topics was addressed: from 
shield tunnelling in soft ground to large caverns in 
fractured rocks, from the long-term behaviour of rocks 
to the effects of seepage in soil, from risk assessment 
of fire scenarios to modelling of concrete at high tem-
peratures, from using ultra-high-performance concrete 
to modelling young shotcrete. The presentations and 
the discussion that followed clearly identified common 
research interests and showed that experience gained 
by both sides would be complementary and therefore 
highly beneficial for both partners. An outline of un-
derground construction going on in Shanghai over the 
coming years was given in one of the presentations, 
and the scale and timeline of these infrastructure 
projects is beyond belief from a European point of 
view. Thus significant interest in research on tunnel-
ling under various conditions will be maintained over 
the years to come, providing a sound basis for long-
term cooperation between China and Austria. 
In the afternoon of the second day, the Chinese col-
leagues organized a very interesting excursion to the 
Shanghai Changjiang Tunnel (crossing the Yangtse 
River), which has an impressive diameter of over 15m. 
Many new contacts were established during the work-
shop and existing ones strengthened. As an immedi-
ate outcome, several joint research projects have been 
formulated and submitted to Eurasia-Pacific Uninet for 
funding. An exchange of Ph.D. students and senior re-
searchers is due to start in 2009.

Thus, the workshop was very successful and the Aus-
trian delegation greatly enjoyed their visit to Shanghai. 
Finally a word of thanks goes to the members of Tongji 
University for the perfect organisation of the workshop 
and for their warm hospitality.

Date:   December 8–9, 2008
Venue:  Tongji University, Shanghai
Partners:   Vienna University of Technology, Graz Univer-

sity of Technology, University of Innsbruck, 
University of Natural Resources and Applied 
Life Sciences, Vienna, University of Leoben, 
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences, 
Tongji University, Northwest A&F University, 
Yangling
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Austrian-Chinese Music University

As Austria has a long tradition in music education, the 
Chinese Ministry of Education and the Municipality of 
Beijing have strived for several years to initiate a coop-
eration program with Austria in this field.

After intense negotiations, several concerts and mas-
ter courses held by professors from the University 
‘Mozarteum‘ Salzburg, the University of Music and 
Dramatic Arts Graz, and the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna, a cooperation agreement for 
developing the Austrian-Chinese Music University at 
the China Conservatory was signed in 2007. 

The project is divided into two stages and is coordi-
nated by Prof. Otto Kolleritsch, former president of the 
University of Music and Dramatic Arts Graz.
1st step: one-year courses, offering preparatory edu-
cation for highly gifted students, who either want to 
apply for studies in Austria or would like to receive 
some special education in the Austrian tradition of 
playing and interpreting music. These courses are held 
in Beijing and started in October 2008 in the majors 
piano and singing. 
Two junior professors, Mrs. Lu Yao for piano (Univer-
sity ‘Mozarteum‘ Salzburg) and Ms. Cordula Stepp for 
singing (University of Music and Dramatic Arts Graz), 
are resident in Beijing as functional assistants to Prof. 
Klaus Kaufmann (University ‘Mozarteum‘ Salzburg) 
and Prof. Claudia Rüggeberg (University of Music and 
Dramatic Arts Graz).
Furthermore, a lectureship has been established in 
cooperation with the Austria Cooperation in Science, 
Education and Culture and Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, to 
prepare students for music studies in Austria. The lec-
turer, Dr. Sigrid Steinschaden, is also in charge of coor-
dinating the project for Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.
2nd step: after an evaluation of the one-year cours-
es, Bachelor studies, based on the curriculum which 
Austrian music universities have developed, could be 
introduced, leading after three years of studies in Bei-
jing and one year of studies in Austria to an academic 
degree from Austria. At the beginning, instruction on a 
very high artistic level in the same instruments as are 
taught in the master courses and the one-year study 
program is intended.
In 2008 a sponsorship for violin was provided by NXP 
Semiconductors (Beijing) Ltd. and its COO & Senior 
Director, Mr. Franz Obenaus. The one-year courses in 
violin are scheduled to start in September 2009. 
Last but not least, a special word of thanks to AKM for 
their sponsorship of CDs, choral works, booklets and 
video tapes to help establish a library at the Austrian-
Chinese Music University. 

Location:  China Conservatory, Beijing
Opening: October 2007
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Entrance Examination and  
Opening Concert of the Study Year 2008/09

The establishment of the Austrian-Chinese Music Uni-
versity is, as already mentioned, a two-stage project, 
being divided into one year-courses and full Bachelor 
studies offered jointly by the University ‘Mozarteum‘ 
Salzburg, the University of Music and Dramatic Arts 
Graz, and the China Conservatory.
With the study year 2008/09 the first students were 
accepted into the one-year-courses program, which 
aims at communicating specific skills in technique 
and interpretation. Right now, two majors are offered: 
piano and singing. The selection of the highest quali-
fied students took place at the China Conservatory in 
April and May 2008 (piano & singing), and September 
2008 (piano), in the presence of Austrian and Chinese 
professors.
Out of 60 applicants for piano and 69 for singing, five 
students were admitted for piano, eight for singing. 
The students are either enrolled for full Bachelor stud-
ies at the China Conservatory or are studying at the 
Middle School affiliated to the China Conservatory.
The study year 2008/09 was opened on October 5, 
2008 with a Bach piano concert given by Austrian and 
Chinese professors in the newly opened concert hall at 
the China Conservatory.
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Austria-Central Asia Collaborating Center for GIScience

The GIScience Centre at the Kyrgyz State University for 
Construction, Transportation and Architecture serves 
as a link between Austria and Central Asia for jointly 
developing capacities, fostering information exchange 
and facilitating education, and it will play a proactive 
role in promoting public awareness and operational 
capabilities in Central Asia.

On the opening day (May 15, 2008) of the confer-
ence the Austria-Central Asia Centre for GIScience 
(ACA*GIScience) at KSUCTA was inaugurated. It already 
has started to serve as a focal point for Austrian aca-
demic cooperation with partners from the Central Asia 
region in many fields of activity. Outstanding among 
these is the setting up of ACA*GIScience as a study 
centre for the UNIGIS distance-learning program, which 
now is tutoring its first batch of students. The launch-
ing of this center and this program has been greatly 
enhanced by the graduate and postgraduate scholar-
ships awarded to candidates by Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. 

The Centre will serve as a link between Austria and 
Central Asia for information exchange, education, 
teaching, research and training activities, and it will 
play a proactive role in promoting public awareness 
and extension services beneficial to both sides. It will

•  facilitate the development of joint research pro-
grams conducted by scientists from the Eurasia-
Pacific Uninet member institutions in the target 
countries;

•  create educational, training and public awareness 
programs in Geoinformatics Science and related 
disciplines;

•  encourage exchange activities between member 
institutions of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet; 

•  organise academic activities to promote public 
understanding and research on Geoinformatics 
Science.

Task of the Center

The following activities will be undertaken in order to 
achieve the overall aim of establishing a center at KSUC-
TA for teaching, research and training activities, a cent-
er which will be a focal point for cooperation between 
Austrian Universities and multiple partners across 
Central Asia, and one of competence in GIScience: 

•  further development of advanced competence and 
capacities in GIScience;

•  implementation of the center at KSUCTA as a region-
al node in Central Asia;

•  support for undergraduate and graduate residential 
education in GIScience, e.g. through teacher educa-
tion and summer schools;

•  joint initiatives regarding externally funded projects 
in research and education;

•  organisation of symposia on GIScience in Central 
Asia; network development through an annual sym-
posium on GIScience in Central Asia.

Location:  Kyrgyz State University of Construction, 
Transportation and Architecture, Bishkek

Opening: May 15, 2008
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Based on long-standing cooperation and leveraging 
results from several joint projects, the Kyrgyz State 
University of Construction, Transportation and Archi-
tecture (KSUCTA) organized this conference jointly with 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, the Centre for Geoinformatics 
(Z_GIS), Salzburg University, Austria and various other 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet member institutions.
The main objectives of the Conference were to bring 
together GIS academics from Central Asian (CA) coun-
tries and to encourage international cooperation and 
knowledge exchange in GIS education. Themes of the 
conference were:
•  GIS education in Central Asia;
•  international academic programs on GIS;
•  GIS technology and its potential for future develop-

ment of Central Asian countries.
The conference was opened at the KSUCTA venue 
with welcome addresses by Prof. Ishengul Boldju-
rova (Minister of Education and Science of KR), Prof. 
Akymbek Abdykalykov (Rector of KSUCTA), HE Dr. 
Ursula Fahringer (Austrian Ambassador to Central 
Asia), and Prof. Brigitte Winklehner (President of 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet).
Over the following days, a broad range of topics were 
presented and discussed by an international roster of 
participants from nearly all Central Asian and several 
European countries. Topics like GIS education and cur-
ricula, natural resources, global change and renew-
able energy generation, led to follow-up cooperation 
projects between partners from different countries, 
this fact alone making the conference a huge success.
Geographic Information Science and Technologies 
have evolved into a key instrument for managing soci-
eties, environments and infrastructures worldwide, as 
well as individuals’ daily lives. The continued success 
of this development depends on cooperation across 
disciplines, open information policies, and a highly ed-
ucated workforce. Therefore the GISCA series of con-
ferences aims at establishing a Central Asian network 
of GIS professionals who will support the sustained 
development of this region into an environmentally 
friendly, secure and prosperous society.

One of the main highlights on the opening day of the 
conference was the inauguration of the Austria-Central 
Asia Centre for GIScience (ACA*GIScience) at KSUCTA.
Online resources for further reference:
•  www.aca-giscience.org 

Austria Central Asia Centre for GIScience
•  www.unigis.net 

UNIGIS Distance Learning Programme
•  gis.org.kg/confer/gisca08 

GISCA’08 Website
•  www.aca-giscience.org/gisca09 

GISCA’09 Website

Date:   May 15–17, 2008
Venue:   Kyrgyz State University of Construction, 

Transportation and Architecture, Bishkek
Partners:   Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, University of Salzburg, 

University of Natural Resources and Applied 
Life Sciences, Vienna, University of Graz, 
Vienna University of Technology, Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, Carinthia University of 
Applied Sciences, Graz University of Techno-
logy, Kyrgyz State University Construction, 
Transport and Architecture, Jalalabat State 
University , Issyk-Kul State University, Korkyt 
Ata Kyzylorda State University, Al-Farabi 
Kazakh National University, Tashkent State 
Agrarian University, Tadjik Agrarian University

GIS for the Future of Central Asia – GISCA’08
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5th International Symposium  
of the Austrian Proteomics Platform

Followed by a delegation visit to the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
The 5th International Symposium of the Austrian Pro-
teomics Platform took place in Seefeld from January 
20–23, 2008. The Symposium was opened by the Aus-
trian Federal Minister for Science and Research, Dr. 
Johannes Hahn, and the main organizer, Prof. Günther 
Bonn, University of Innsbruck. The program was di-
vided into four main blocks, starting with Phosphopro-
teometics, followed by Protein and Peptide profiling 
and a third block of Protein data modelling. It was con-
cluded by an additional block of Phosphoproteomet-
ics. Prof. Brigitte Winklehner and Prof. Günther Bonn 
invited a delegation from China (Peking University 
Health Science Center, Capital Medical University) and 
a delegation from India (Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Punjab Governmental Institute of Medical Education 
and Research, Chandigarh, Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity) to attend this important meeting in Seefeld. The 
symposium in general was attended by researchers 
from all over the world and was very successful.
After the symposium, the Indian delegation went to 
Vienna for cooperation talks with Austrian Eurasia-
Pacific Uninet member institutions. It is planned to 
invite the delegation again to next year’s meeting in 
Seefeld.

The Chinese delegation went with Prof. Winklehner 
to Lyon, France, to visit the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC). The aim of that visit was 
to discuss possible future collaboration between that 
organisation and the Chinese institutions. The Inter-
national Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is part 
of the World Health Organization. IARC ’s mission is 
to coordinate and conduct research on the causes of 
human cancer and the mechanisms of carcinogenesis, 
and to develop scientific strategies for cancer control. 
The Agency is involved in both epidemiological and 
laboratory research, and disseminates scientific infor-
mation through publications, meetings, courses, and 
fellowships. 

Date:   January 20–23, 2008
Partners:   University of Innsbruck, Medical University 

of Innsbruck, Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
University of Vienna, University of Graz, 
Peking University Health Science Center, 
Capital Medical University, Guru Nanak Dev 
University, Punjab Governmental Institute of 
Medical Education and Research (PGIMER), 
Chandigarh, Jawaharlal Nehru University, va-
rious institutions and universities worldwide
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Conference on »Mongolian Traditional Medicine  
and Age-Related Diseases«

After the Progress Meeting entitled “Traditional Medi-
cine and Age-Related Diseases” in Beijing, a small del-
egation of the Austrian participants left for Mongolia 
to organize, together with the Health Sciences Univer-
sity of Mongolia, a conference on “Mongolian Tradi-
tional Medicine and Aging”. The Austrian delegation 
was accompanied by the Former Federal Minister for 
Education, Science and Culture, Elisabeth Gehrer, the 
Vice-Minister for Health Family and Youth, Prof. Rob-
ert Schlögel, and the Second Secretary of the Austrian 
Embassy in Beijing, Andrea Nasi. 

Conference topics presented by the Austrian side in-
cluded Modernization Without Westernization, Effects 
of a Traditional Chinese Herbal Medicine Formula on 
Heart Failure in a Rat Model, Results of an Investiga-
tion of Medicinal Plants used in Mongolian Traditional 
Medicine, Medicinal Plants and Natural Compounds 
for Prevention and Therapy of Age-Related Diseases, 
and Neurodegeneration and Neuroprotection. 

The Mongolian speakers talked about Demographics 
of Aging in Mongolia, Morbidity Rate and the Preva-
lence of no Communicable Disease among Elders, 
Biomedical Issues of Aging, Human Aging Problems 
in Traditional Medicine, and Medicinal Plants in Mon-
golian Traditional Medicine. The presentations were 
concluded by an interesting and lively discussion and 
offered a good platform for scientific exchange and 
future cooperation. On the second day, the meeting 
concentrated on aging research, education and train-
ing, and was organized in conjunction with the UNFPA 
(United Nations Population Fund). This consultative 
meeting was hosted by the Health Sciences University 
of Mongolia, with the technical and financial support 
of Eurasi-Pacific Uninet and UNFPA. The aim of the 
meeting was to review the current situation regarding 
health and social services for the elderly, and the re-
search capacity of the country, and to identify the key 
issues involved in establishing a Sub-Regional Aging 
Research Institute in Mongolia.

Participating organizations were the HSUM (School of 
Biomedicine, School of Medicine, School of Traditional 
Medicine, School of Public Health), the Mongolian 
Ministry of Health, the Mongolian Ministry of Social 
Welfare and Labour, the Mongolian Ministry of Educa-
tion, Culture and Science, the World Health Organiza-
tion, UNFPA, the Gerontological Center, Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet, the Elderly Association of Mongolia, and the 
Mongolian Academy of Science.

Date: June 2–3, 2008
Partners:  University of Vienna, Medical University of 

Vienna, University of Veterinary Medicine 
Vienna, University of Graz, Austrian Ministry 
of Health, Family and Youth, Health Sciences 
University of Mongolia, Mongolian Academy 
of Sciences
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After the activities in Mongolia, some members of the 
Austrian delegation, together with representatives 
from the Health Sciences University of Mongolia, went 
on to the Russian Federation – to Buryat State Univer-
sity – to jointly organize a conference on “Issues of Ag-
ing and Traditional Medicine in Buryatia”.

The conference started with an overview of the Depart-
ment of Medical Sciences of Buryat State University, 
and was followed by various interesting presentations 
by the Austrian, Russian and Mongolian professors.
Topics included the Experience of Eastern Medicine in 
the Prophylaxis of Aging, the Role of Free Radical Reac-
tions in Aging, Possible Ways of Pharmacological Cor-
rection, and the Multi-Component Remedies used by 
Traditional Medicine in Gerontological Practice.

The final plenary session of the first conference day 
closed with an interesting and fruitful discussion. 

On the next two days, visits were organized to the 
medical facilities and institutions of Ulan-Ude, includ-
ing the Center of Oriental Medicine, the Department of 
Biologically Active Substances of the Institute of Gen-
eral and Experimental Biology of the Siberian Branch 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and a site visit to 
the location of the future Medical and Rehabilitation 
Center of Buryat State University. An excursion took 
representatives to the Ivolga Buddhist Complex and to 
the Center of Oriental Medicine at Lake Baikal.

Conference on  
»Issues of Aging and Traditional Medicine in Buryatia«

Date:   June 5–7, 2008
Partners:   Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, University of Vienna, 

Medical University of Vienna, University of 
Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Buryat State Uni-
versity, Ulan-Ude, Health Sciences University 
of Mongolia
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»Development of Global Educational Academic Programs 
in the Field of Arts, General Management and Tourism«

In the year 2008 the SMBS took a big step forward to-
wards implementing two global academic degree pro-
grams in the fields of Arts Management and Tourism 
and Leisure Management. The School also prolonged 
and modified the successful cooperation program with 
Fudan University involving an international General 
Management study program.
The SMBS developed an outline for two global degree 
programs. Contacts were made with Fudan University 
in Shanghai, the Management Development Institute 
in Delhi (MDI) and the Guru Nanak Dev University in 
Amritsar with a view to explaining and presenting this 
outline plan. After telephone conferences and pre-
liminary discussions, meetings with representatives of 
these institutions were arranged.
Between March 15 and March 26, Prof. Richard Hammer,  
Dr. Gerhard Aumayr and Mr. Bernhard Sams travelled 
to China, Hong Kong and India to meet the representa-
tives of those institutions.

The main results of these meetings are:

Fudan University: 
•  There is a great interest in issues concerning 

tourism, but the School of Management at Fudan 
University does not have a specific competence in 
the field of tourism. Though they could and would 
like to deal with all general management issues 
as contained in the outline, this disqualifies Fudan 
from being a possible lead partner. However, it 
could function as a co-partner to another lead 
partner in Asia.

•  The MBA Class in General Management that is 
attending the School of Management at Fudan 
University on a yearly basis will be continued over 
the next few years. A new cooperation contract was 
signed so that the continuation of this successful 
cooperation agreement is guaranteed for the next 
few years.

Management Development Institute New Delhi
•  The whole project was regarded as very interesting 

and MDI would be in favour of such a program. 
•  MDI would also be willing to grant a degree and 

they do not see any regulatory or bureaucratic 
problems. 

•  They could also envisage taking over responsibil-
ity for the recruiting of students and marketing the 
program in the region. They are interested in taking 
over a lead partner position in a Global Tourism 
Management Program.

•  It was obvious to them that they would need a co-
operation partner for matters specifically concerned 
with tourism, but they felt that this would cause no 
problems.

Guru Nanak Dev University in Amritsar
•  The meeting had to be postponed until next year.

Date: March 15–26, 2008
Partners:  Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, University of Salzburg 

Business School (SMBS), Fudan University, 
Management Development Institute in Delhi 
(MDI), Guru Nanak Dev University
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Key Results: 
The plan for the global study programs developed so 
far proved to have a very sound foundation. All poten-
tial partners found the outline and the idea attractive 
and reasonable and well thought out. As a result of the 
discussions, some minor adaptations to the plan were 
made. Thus it became clear that the original idea that 
every lead partner had to warrant a master’s degree 
was unrealistic and had therefore to be eliminated. 
Each lead partner will be able to grant at least a cer-
tificate, but it will depend on the university rules and 
regulations if a master’s degree can be granted on the 
basis of the curriculum, in particular regarding the 

number of hours taught and the credits. Fudan Unver-
sity in Shanghai and MDI Delhi can work as venues for 
the Tourism Program but both locations lack specific 
competence in the tourism field. Both institutions, 
though, seem to have strong connections with the 
tourism industry and with other universities that have 
an explicit tourism competence. Together with a coop-
eration partner from the tourism field, they could very 
well function as lead partners. MDI India, in particular, 
showed great interest in functioning as a lead partner. 
One of the key issues to be clarified is the capability of 
each potential lead partner to guarantee the regional 
recruitment of students for the programs.
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Train-the-Trainer Workshop »Geo-Informatics  
for Mountain Environment Management (mountainGIS)«

A train-the-trainer workshop was organised from to 
September 1–11, 2008 in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
The workshop was coordinated by the Austrian Acad-
emy of Sciences – GIScience (www.oeaw-giscience.
org), Centre for Geo-Informatics (www.zgis.at), Salz-
burg University, Austria, and the International Centre 
for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD: www.
icimod.org), Nepal.
The workshop was conducted by ten teachers from 
four Austrian universities and four experts from ICI-
MOD, Nepal. The workshop was attended by univer-

sity-level teachers, mid-level professionals and post-
graduate students from various Eurasia Pacific Uninet 
partner institutions. There were about 25 workshop 
participants from five countries i.e. Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, India and Russia.
The workshop focussed on enhancing the understand-
ing of mountain environments and effectively manag-
ing them with a view to achieving the broader goals of 
environmental conservation and sustainable develop-
ment. It emphasised that the application of sophisti-
cated methodologies and efficient technologies were 
required for the scientifically informed harvesting of 
natural resources and sustainable developmental 
planning in fragile mountain ecosystems.
The experts demonstrated that Geo-Informatics and 
GIScience have developed methods for capturing, 
processing and analysing various types of spatial in-
formation and have the tools for re-presenting current 
situations, re-constructing past processes, and pro-
jecting future scenarios of environment-development 
interface in mountain environments. 
Several hands-on sessions took place to train the par-
ticipants in exploring the software utilities and appli-
cations of Geo-Informatics and GIScience in several 
aspects of environmental management.
Practical training was given on the commercial GIS 
Software ArcGIS, and one copy of the software was 
given to each participant for continued learning at 
their home institutions after the workshop.

Date: September 1–11, 2008
Venue:  International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development, ICIMOD
Partners:  Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Austrian Academy of 

Sciences, University of Salzburg, University of 
Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, 
Vienna, Vienna University of Technology, 
University of Innsbruck, University of Graz, 
Graz University of Technology, International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, 
ICIMOD, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu 
University, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi, University of Pune, Guru Nanak Dev 
University, Amritsar, University of Madras, 
Royal University of Bhutan, St. Petersburg 
State University
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Some sessions of the workshop were linked up with 
the “10th International Conference on High Mountain 
Remote Sensing and Cartography” which took place 
from September 9–11, 2008. This afforded the work-
shop participants greater exposure to the various ap-
plication areas of GIScience, and provided a bigger 
platform for face-to-face interaction with GI scientists 
from various parts of the world. It also served the pur-
pose of networking several institutions internationally. 
An interactive session was conducted at the comple-
tion of the workshop to collect feedback from the 
participants. The responses were encouraging and all 
the participants expressed their satisfaction about the 
contents of the workshop and the systematic provi-
sion of practical sessions. 
They expressed profound thankfulness to Eurasia-
Pacific Uninet for providing financial support, and 
showed great appreciation for the efforts of various 

experts involved in preparing and delivering the work-
shop. A very positive indication of the success of the 
workshop came from an unanimous suggestion given 
by the participants that such workshops should be or-
ganised regularly.
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Workshop and Summer School  
on the Architecture of Collisional Orogens

Discussing Mountain Belts II: Eastern Alps versus 
China Central Orogenic Belt
The Workshop and Summer School on the Architecture 
of Collisional Orogens: Eastern Alps versus China Cen-
tral Orogenic Belt was held at the Northwest Univer-
sity of Xi´an, China, between September 4 and 6, 2008, 
and was followed by a field excursion (September 
7–15, 2008). The last days (September 16–17, 2008) 
were devoted to the individual and detailed discus-
sion of ongoing and new projects. The main aim of the 
workshop was to compare the Central China Orogenic 
Belt (CCOB) with the European Alps. The CCOB has a 
fundamentally different structure from that of the Eu-
ropean Alps, and might have resulted from the super-
position of continent-continent collisional orogen later 
overprinted by surface uplift induced by the eastward 
motion of segments of the Tibetan plateau.
As historical earthquakes and the Wechuan earth-
quake of May 15, 2008 demonstrate, the eastern mar-
gin of the Tibetan plateau of CCOB is still tectonically 
active. The workshop’s aim was to share the new re-
search findings of geoscientists from Austria and China 
and discuss the most important aspects of collisional 
orogeny and their implications.

The essential goals of the workshop were: 
•  to bring together researchers from both sides em-

ployed in the Eastern Alps and in China;
•  to steer further new collaborative research projects 

between Chinese and Austrian researchers; 
•  to include young researchers at Ph.D. level in a 

field-related summer school so that they can learn 
about these two classical areas of continent-conti-
nent collision; and

•  to motivate young post-doc students to participate 
in new collaborative research work.

The workshop fully reached these aims. Roughly 40 
researchers from China and Austria attended the 
workshop and presented approximately 26 oral con-
tributions and eight posters. The twelve participants 
from Austria were mainly young post docs and Ph.D. 
students from four Austrian universities.
In the first lecture section, several keynote speakers 
from China and Austria introduced the state of research 
with regard to the Central China Orogenic Belt and the 
European Eastern Alps. This included presentations by 
G. Zhang, A.L. Guo, C.L. Zhang and Prof. F. Neubauer. 
These presentations also included world-famous fossil 
findings in China by several highly respected Chinese 
researchers (D. G. Shu, H. Hua). These fossils date 
from a critical period of evolutionary time, since our 
ancestors were also created between approximately 
600 and 520 million years ago. Other lectures and 
poster presentations focused on the architecture and 
orogenic evolution of the Qinling belt and the Alps. The 
working groups from the Northwest University at Xi´an 
impressed Austrian participants with their incredibly 
large, recent geo-chronological and geo-chemical data 
sets, which were created in their State Key Laboratory 
of Continental Dynamics.
They also allow entirely new insights into the dynamic 
evolution of the Central China Orogenic Belt. These 
data enable us to distinguish a number of sutures 
and to identify remnants of oceanic basins and their 
closure during various stages of continent-continent 
collision. 

Date: September 4–17, 2008
Venue:  Northwest University, Xi’an
Partners:  Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, University of Salzburg, 

Graz University of Technology, University of 
Graz, University of Leoben, Northwest Univer-
sity, Xi’an
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The basic goal of the workshop – to promote new and 
comprehensive collaboration programs – was fully 
realized. The publication of a set of original contribu-
tions on this theme in a high-ranking international 
journal of tectonics is being considered. As already 
stated last year, geology is a field-based science. Con-
sequently, the Central China Orogenic belt was exam-
ined by all Austrian and many Chinese participants in 
two excursions. The first excursion went to the eastern 
cross-section, the second to an area in the southwest 
of Xi’an.
Austrian participants were deeply impressed by the 
strong relief, the juxtaposition of the mountains with 
the adjacent Weihe river basin to the north. This struc-
ture clearly demonstrates the young age of surface 
uplift and ongoing tectonic activity. The field excur-
sions showed many highly interesting aspects of the 
geology of CCOB and allowed deep insights by virtue 
of first-order information.
The exposures visited were quite impressive, and 
made it possible for the participants to study many 
aspects of the earth’s history, e.g. late Proterozoic 

dropstones from a time period when the earth was 
probably fully covered by glaciers, even in equatorial 
regions. The field excursion triggered much discussion 
which sometimes lasted long into the night, and al-
lowed deep insights into the tectonic evolution of the 
Central China Orogenic Belt.
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International Conference on  
»Multifacetal Aspects of Aging and Age-Related Diseases«

Aging has many facets. Unfortunately, it is not the joy 
of growing older, but the limitations of the quality of 
life and health, and decreasing social relationships, 
that cause people problems.
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, the Austrian University Net-
work for scientific cooperation with China, Mongolia 
and many other Asian countries, met this challenge 
and organised an international conference from Octo-
ber 29–31, 2008 entitled “Multifacetal Aspects of Ag-
ing and Age-Related Diseases”.
The venue of this conference was the Health Science 
Center of Peking University. The goal of the convention 
was to present to a diversified audience the phenom-

enon of the aging of human beings, the correspond-
ing changes that take place within the body, and the 
health and social problems associated therewith.
The representatives of Peking University, the Executive 
Vice-President Prof. Ke Yang and Vice-President Prof. 
Fang Weigang, together with the Austrian Ambassa-
dor to China, HE Dr. Martin Sajdik, the Vice-Minister 
of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health, Family and 
Youth, Prof. Robert Schlögel, and the representative of 
the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research, 
Ms. Christine Buzeczki, all pointed out the importance 
of this issue, which affects all countries, irrespective of 
their social or economic status. The great significance 
of scientific cooperation between various countries 
and institutions was stressed by the ministries. Prof. 
Brigitte Winklehner, President of Eurasia-Pacific Uni-
net, mentioned in her welcoming speech the recently 
signed contract for cooperation between the China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences and different in-
stitutions in China and Austria, which was the result of 
a three-year research initiative supported by the Aus-
trian and Chinese governments.
The conference first went into the demoscopic and so-
cio-economic aspects of an aging society. The turning 
away from traditional care within the family, and the 

Date: October 29–31, 2008
Venue:  Peking University Health Science Center, 

Beijing
Partners:  Medical University of Vienna, University of 

Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Medical Univer-
sity of Innsbruck, Medical University of Graz, 
University of Graz, University of Salzburg, 
Paracelsus Medical University, Salzburg, 
International Institute for Applied Systems 
Analysis, Peking University, Peking University 
Health Science Center, China Academy of 
Chinese Medical Sciences, Capital Medical 
University, Peking Union College, Fudan 
University, Shanghai University of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, Nanjing Normal Universi-
ty, National University Taiwan, The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, University of Macau, 
Xinjiang Medical University, Health Sciences 
University of Mongolia, Mongolian University 
of Science and Technology, St. Petersburg 
State University, Novosibirsk State University, 
Irkutsk State Medical University, Yeungnam 
University, Konkuk University, Yonsei 
University, Seoul, Waseda University, Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, Kathmandu 
University, Royal University of Bhutan, Mon-
golian Ministry of Health, Austrian Ministry of 
Science and Technology, Austrian Ministry of 
Health, Family and Youth
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ever growing burden for governmental institutions to 
take care of old people, were dwelt upon during this 
part of the conference. Age-related diseases, and 
therapeutic methods not only of prolonging life but, 
in particular, of improving the quality of life, were of 
special concern. Age-related diseases like dementia, 
neurodegenerative diseases and cardiovascular and 
metabolic diseases like adult onset diabetes, were 
discussed. Nutritional options for the prevention of 
age-related processes were explained, which includ-
ed well-balanced diets. The role of antioxidants was 
also discussed. It was clearly pointed out that physi-
otherapeutic methods which can help to maintain fit-
ness in old age can also get some very valuable ideas 
from China, the country were exercises like Taiji Quan 
(Chinese shadow boxing) originated. The most serious 
topics – caring for the elderly at home, in homes for 
the aged and in nursing homes, together with pallia-
tive care and terminal care – were discussed from both 
an ethical and economic point of view. Contributions 
to the aging topic ranged from cellular aging process-
es to the aging of pets. 

The importance of continuing the talks started dur-
ing this conference was affirmed in different working 
groups and later on in the final discussion.
The program of the conference was completed by a re-
ception at the Austrian embassy in Beijing and a social 
evening organised by Peking University.
A supplement of the “Wiener Klinischen Wochen-
schrift” (a leading Austrian medical journal) will pub-
lish the scientific contents of the meeting. For the fu-
ture, it is planned to hold a follow-up convention next 
year in Shanghai.
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The project included a bi-directional visit of two Tai-
wanese researchers to Austria (November 2008) and 
of two Austrian partners to Taiwan (December 2008).

Activities in Austria 
Dr. Chienhsun Chen and Dr. Cheng-Tze Ho visited Aus-
tria between November 1 and 9, 2008 to meet for dis-
cussions and exchange expertise in the field of coral 
reef research. They visited several workgroups at the 
University of Vienna and participated in a mini-sympo-
sium at the University of Vienna (oral presentations of 
marine biological researchers from Austria and Taiwan). 
Other highlights in Vienna were a visit to the Haus des 
Meeres and the Schönbrunn Zoo. Afterwards, Dr. Chen 
and Dr. Ho travelled to Salzburg to meet Prof. Patzner’s 
work-group and see the institutions of the Natural Sci-
ence Faculty of the University of Salzburg.

Activities in Taiwan
Prof. Robert Patzner and Dr. Jürgen Herler travelled 
to Taiwan from November 30 to December 14/15. The 
main purpose of this trip was to meet several leading 
marine biologists of important Taiwanese research 
institutions and to perform field studies on the coral 
reefs of southern Taiwan, with a view to evaluating the 
potential for future cooperative research projects.
After a first meeting with Prof. Chang-Feng Dai (Inst. 
of Oceanography, National Taiwan University), with the 
director of the Institute (Prof. Ling-Yun) and with other 
marine biologists, Prof. Patzner and Dr. Herler present-
ed in a mini-symposium their current research activi-
ties. Further meetings were held at Academia Sinica 
with Dr. Rong-Quen Jan, and at the National Taiwan 
Ocean University (NTOU) with Prof. I-Shiung Chen.

Afterwards Prof. Patzner, Dr. Herler, Dr. Chen, Dr. Ho 
and two research assistants travelled to the Kenting 
National Park (southern Taiwan) for field work (eco-
logical surveys) at different reef sites. 
During this stay in southern Taiwan and on the way 
back to Taipei, several National Parks and natural sce-
nic sites were visited: Kenting Forest Recreation Area 
and NTU experimental forest, Longluan Lake, the Na-
ture Center and protected area, Jhibbing moutain area 
and highland rivers, geological sites and fossil reefs on 
the east coast, Taroko National Park and a mangrove 
forest near Taipei.

In summary, the exchange programme between Aus-
trian and Taiwanese researchers within the framework 
of Eurasia-Pacific-Uninet initial project fund was very 
successful. 
In total, about 30 researchers came together to ex-
change their expertise, methodology and scientific ap-
proaches in both Austria and Taiwan. In particular, the 
project partners directly involved gained new experi-
ence, both scientifically and culturally. 
Final discussions after the field work in Taiwan re-
vealed a high potential for future research cooperation 
projects. 

Project:  
Ecology of Reef-building Corals and Associated Fishes

Date: November–December 2008
Venue:  Austria and Taiwan
Partners:  University of Vienna, University of Salzburg, 

National Taiwan University (NTU), Academia 
Sinica, Taiwan
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In November 2008 an Austrian delegation, which in-
cluded the President of the University of Applied Sci-
ences Technikum Vienna, Prof. Schmöllebeck, the 
Director of the International Technikum Vienna, Prof. 
Kimmel, the CEO Director of the St. Pölten University of 
Avanced Sciences (UAS), Prof. Gabriela Ondrejkovics-
Fernandes, and the Head of the International Office of 
St. Pölten University of Avanced Sciences, Dr. Barbara 
Zehetmayr, visited the National University of Mongolia 
and the Mongolian University of Science and Technol-
ogy to discuss needs and possible topics to be worked 
out in the context of the joint Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
project on university development policies, and to or-
ganize joint conference in Vienna in the spring of 2009. 

Project Content
The expertise of the relatively young institutions of 
higher education in Austria, the Universities of Applied 
Sciences, is to be utilized in order to analyze, together 
with Mongolian network partners, possible strategies 
and directions in university development, both in Aus-
tria and Mongolia, with a view to developing synergies 
and setting impulses.

Background: Phase 1
After initial contact had been established between 
representatives of the National University of Mongo-
lia, the Mongolian University of Science and Technol-
ogy, and the University of Applied Sciences Technikum 
Vienna at the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Plenary Meeting 
in Shanghai in 2007, a mutual interest in establishing 
a common platform on University Development was 
formulated.
In phase 1, representatives of the Mongolian Ministry 
of Education, Culture and Science, the National Uni-
versity of Mongolia, the Mongolian University of Sci-
ence and Technology, the UAS Technikum Vienna and 
the UAS St. Pölten met in November in Ulaanbaatar 
with the objective of getting to know the Mongolian 
partners and their needs with regards to university de-
velopment.

The visit was to provide a sufficient basis to support 
the Mongolian partners in questions of university de-
velopment at a conference to be held in Vienna and St. 
Pölten in the spring of 2009.

Outlook: Phase 2
Together with the St. Pölten University of Applied Sci-
ence, the UAS Technikum Vienna will stage a five-day 
conference for representatives of the Mongolian part-
ners, with focus on the following areas:
•  administration
•  university autonomy in research and finances
•  scientific autonomy of professors
•  strategic development
and additional areas that emerged in the discussions 
and meetings in Mongolia:
•  admissions procedures
•  consulting, business community contacts
•  strategic considerations in cooperation with industry
•  services for strategic implementation (R&D)

Project: University Development  
– A Common Platform: Austria & Mongolia

Date:   November 7–12, 2008
Venue:   Ulaanbaatar
Partners:   University of Applied Sciences Technikum 

Vienna, St. Pölten University of Applied 
Sciences, National University of Mongolia, 
Mongolian University of Science and  
Technology
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Project: »Old Tales, Ancestors, and Ceremonies – Bronze 
Gongs of Guangxi in Ancient History and Present Time«

Based on his preliminary investigations during a short 
visit to the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in 
2002, Prof. Helmut Lukas together with his partners in 
China developed a concept for an anthropological re-
search project (“Old Tales, Ancestors, and Ceremonies. 
Bronze Gongs of Guangxi in History and Present Time”). 
In southern China (notably in the Guangxi Zhuang Au-
tonomous Region) an especially large number of so-
called ancient Dongson bronze gongs were excavated 
by archaeologists or found by villagers; other ancient 
drums are in use down to the present day. Accordingly, 
the Museum of Nanning, Guangxi’s capital city, owns 
the biggest Dongson drum collection in the world.

Further, in Guangxi more than 1,600 ancient drums are 
still used in rituals by many ethnic groups (Zhuang, 
Yao, Sui, Miao, Yi etc.). In brief, nowhere else can be 
found such a big number of ancient gongs and nowhere 
are so many gongs still in use. This remarkable fact ap-
pears to have escaped the notice of social anthropolo-
gists, since up to now there has been no research done 
on this topic. Many of the old bronze drums used in 
rituals are decorated with frogs.
These frogs are related to the frog-goddess wor-
ship still practised in Guangxi. Despite many cultural 
changes, these rituals and the use of bronze gongs re-
veal a persistent cultural continuity and build a bridge 
connecting the present ethnic groups with their ances-
tors. Till today, the bronze gongs fulfil various social 
and religious functions: they play an important part in 
agricultural rituals to secure abundant rainfall and fer-

tility, they summon the ancestor spirits, they bestow 
a high rank on their owners and make them powerful, 
etc. On account of their historical and cultural impor-
tance, the bronze drum motif is deliberately used as 
“logo” for the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

Itinerary:

•  Nov. 05: Arrival in Kunming.

•  Nov. 06: Visit of the university and the museum in 
Kunming. Documentation of the exhibition of the 
bronze artifacts and the Dian kingdom Departure for 
Nanning.

•  Nov. 07: Arrival in Nanning. Meeting the scientists 
(archaeologists, historians, anthropologists) of Nan-
ning. Afternoon: departure for Feng-shan. Evening: 
introduction to the local government.

•  Nov. 08: Feng-shan: attendance at public drum beating 
by Heyi Zhuang, Zhuang Seua Fa, Lantien Yao etc. Inter-
views. Evening: “10th Copper Drum Festival of Hechi” 

•  Nov. 09–10: Visit to Mong-Er village in Feng-shan 
county (majority in the valleys: Zhuang; majority in 
the mountains: Yao). Attendance at the public cer-
emony of the Lantien Yao from Guangxi, Yunnan & 
Vietnam. Interviews with several Yao from Guangxi & 
Yunnan. Afternoon: departure for Donglan city.

•  Nov. 11–12, Ji Chiang (Donglan): from Donglan city to 
Ji Chiang village. Introduction to the various hamlet 
communities F.d.: visit to Chang Zhiang hamlet, one 
of the few remaining local drum production centres. 
Interview with the craftsman, his family members & 
the villagers. Back to Nanning.

Date: November 5–17, 2008
Venue:  China
Partners:  Austrian Academy of Sciences, 

Sun Yat-Sen University
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•  Nov. 12–16, Nanning: visits to the Provincial Museum 
of Guangxi, which has the biggest Dongson drum 
collection in the world. Meeting scientists at the Uni-
versity for Nationalities (Guangxi Minzu Xueyuan): 
meeting Prof. Fan Honggui. Meeting scientists of the 
Nationalities Research Institute of Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Guangxi Region and of the Museum of 
Nanning. Library research at the University for Na-
tionalities (Guangxi Minzu Xueyuan) as well as at the 
Nationalities Research Institute. 

  In order to use the time of the excursion effectively, 
Prof. Helmut Lukas prepared a questionnaire pertain-
ing (1) to the history and the museum collections of 
the bronze gongs, (2) to the use and the functions of 
bronze gongs, (3) to the researches and scientific ar-
ticles/books on bronze gongs. Selection of the ethnic 
groups and areas for the research project. Thorough 
discussion of the details of the intended research 
project as well as of the organizational aspects of the 
intended cooperation project. Decision to establish 
an advisory board for the intended research project 
consisting, among others, of two Chinese scientists 
(Prof. Fan Honggui, Anthropology and Ethnology 
Research Institute & Southeast Asia Research Insti-
tute, Guangxi University for Nationalities, Prof. Zhou 
Daming, Department of Anthropology, Sun Yat-Sen 
University). Prof. Qin Cailuan, Director of the Nation-
alities Research Institute of Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region signed a letter of intent.
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International Conference on the Comparison  
of Constitutional Law: An Asian – European Dialogue

The international conference “The Comparison of Con-
stitutional Law: An Asian – European Dialogue” was 
organized by the University of Macau (Prof. Rostam 
J. Neuwirth) and the University of Vienna (Dr. Konrad 
Lachmayer). It was funded by Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
and by the University of Macau. The aim of the confer-
ence was to start an Asian-European dialogue on com-
parative constitutional law between China, India, the 
European Union and its member states. 

The conference took place on November 25 and 26 
2008 at the Law Faculty of the University of Macau, 
Stanley Ho Building. The conference assembled schol-
ars from Austria (University of Vienna: Prof. Bea Ver-
schraegen, Dr. Christina Binder, Dr. Konrad Lachmayer, 

Dr. Judith Schacherreiter and Mr. Joachim Stern; Aus-
trian Academy of Sciences: Dr. Bedanna Bapuly), India 
(National University of Calcutta: Prof. Mahendra Singh) 
and China (University of Macau: Prof. Rostam J. Neu-
wirth, Prof. Muruga Perumal Ramaswamy, Dr. Denis 
Halis, Prof. Tong Io Cheng and Prof. Gui Jesus Conde e 
Silva; City University of Hong Kong: Prof. Surya Deva), 
all of whom gave presentations on different aspects of 
comparative constitutional law. 
The conference was very well received. Participants at 
the conference included the Dean of the Law Faculty 
of Macao University as well as other professors and 
lecturers from that University. Around 20 post- gradu-
ate students also attended and actively participated in 
the Conference. 
The conference’s thematic focus was on different as-
pects of comparative constitutional law. In addition, 
comparative private law, and international and Eu-
ropean law perspectives, were introduced insofar as 
they proved useful to shed light on different aspects of 
the international constitutional law debate.

Date: November 25–26, 2008
Venue:  University of Macau
Partners:  University of Vienna, Austrian Academy of 

Sciences, University of Macau, City University 
of Hong Kong, W.B. National University of 
Juridical Sciences, Kolkata
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International Conference on  
Poverty Reduction through Tourism 

Over 20 conference participants from India, Nepal and 
Bhutan discussed conditions, determinants and en-
vironmental prerequisites for reducing rural poverty 
through tourism. 
The aim of the conference was to find a common 
ground for research aimed at providing governments 
with appropriate inputs to formulate strategies for pro 
poor tourism in these countries. 
The director of the ministry of tourism, Mr. Devesh 
Chaturvedi, has already indicated his support for such 
a research undertaking. At the end of the conference 
and after some debates it was agreed that the central 
research questions common to all researchers in all 
regions should be:
•  What are the existing and potentially new tourism 

products in rural areas with high levels of poverty, 
and how can they be developed and/or extended to 
create a critical mass for rural tourism?

•  How can the process of tourism development be or-
ganized so that it becomes community-based and 
involves the poor?

•  How can these products be tailored to the specific 
needs of Indian domestic and international tourism 
e.g. what existing and developing tourism segments 
will they serve?

The group agreed to elect Prof. Arun Sahay as research 
coordinator with the task of raising the extra funding 
needed and seeing to the overall organisation, while 
Ms. Esther Kruk from ICIMOD will be entrusted as sci-
entific coordinator with the entire research programme. 
Prof. Zimmermann (University of Graz) and Prof. Weier-
mair (University of Innsbruck) are to be involved in the 
exercise of subsequent benchmarking. This feasibility 
study will include Nepal, India and Bhutan. Nepal and 
Bhutan have already started to pick specific sites for 
pro poor tourism. In the case of India, this will be done 
through the group of Indian researchers involved.
It is envisaged that the proposed research will be ex-
tended over a period of two to three years.

Date:   November 26–27, 2008
Venue:   Management Development Institute, 

Gurgaon, New Delhi
Partners:   University of Innsbruck, University of Graz, 

Management Development Institute, Gur-
gaon, New Delhi, International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD),  
Royal University of Bhutan
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Participation in Education Fairs

In the year 2008, Eurasia-Pacifc Uninet attended three 
education fairs: The European Higher Education Fair 
(EHEF) Hong Kong, the Beijing International Education 
Expo (BIEE), and the European Higher Education Fair 
(EHEF) New Delhi.
At all three fairs, Eurasia-Pacifc Uninet represented 
Austria and all its Higher Education Institutions, there-
by acting as the “National Representation” in place of 
the OeAD – the Austrian Agency for International Co-
operation in Education and Research. The OeAD is the 
institution primarily commissioned with presenting 
Austria abroad as a university location.

The EHEF Hong Kong 2008 was held on March 15–16, 
2008 at Hong Kong Central Library. This education fair 
is organised annually to strengthen the academic link 
between Hong Kong and European higher education 
institutions. In its eighth year in 2008, the fair has es-
tablished itself well in Hong Kong as a good occasion 
for visitors to inform themselves about higher educa-
tion opportunities in Europe.
The fair gained the interest of approximately 5,000 vis-
itors and attracted 44 exhibitors, either National Rep-
resentations or Higher Education Institutes. The exhib-
itors came from twelve different European countries. 
With the dedicated support of the Austrian Consulate 
General in Hong Kong before and during the fair, Aus-
tria was represented in a combined booth shared by 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Modul University Vienna and 
the Student Counselling Center Austria. Approximately 
500 fair visitors inquired about study and research in 
Austria. Most interest was shown in the field of busi-
ness and management studies, followed by languages 
and literature. Also quite significant were the number 
of inquiries made in the fields of arts and tourism.

The BIEE – Beijing International Education Expo 2008 
– took place on May 8–10, 2008 at the China Interna-
tional Exhibition Center in Beijing. The BIEE is one of 
the biggest education fairs in China and provides ex-
cellent opportunities for promoting academic coop-
eration with China, and for recruiting students. The 
BIEE is officially approved by the Chinese Ministry of 
Education and hosted by the Beijing Municipal Educa-
tion Commission.
Having started in 2004, the BIEE 2008 was the fifth 
year of the fair. It saw a record number of more than 
90,000 fair visitors and about 600 exhibitors.
Austria presented itself in a double booth with the 
fascias “Austria Welcomes You” and “Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet”. A core theme was the “Austrian–Chinese Mu-
sic University” which had been established in Beijing 
the previous year. Approximately 800 visitors inquired 
about Austrian study opportunities, the majority about 
Bachelor programs, fewer about Master programs. 
Surprisingly, quite a number of students had a good 
command of German even at a young age.

Dates:  EHEF Hong Kong: March 15–16, 2008
BIEE Beijing: May 8–10, 2008 
EHEF New Delhi: November 12–14, 2008
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The EHEF New Delhi 2008 took place on November 13–
14, 2008 at the InterContinental The Grand New Delhi. 
It was the second year for an EHEF to be held in New 
Delhi, following the success of the first EHEF in India 
in November 2006. Again, the fair was funded by the 
European Union with the objective of providing a plat-
form for exhibitors from EU Member States to inform 
visitors about study opportunities in Europe.
The fair attracted about 6,000 visitors and a total of 91 
National Representations and Higher Education Insti-
tutes as exhibitors from 26 European Member States. 
The European Commission was represented, too, and 
provided general information on studying in Europe.
Apart from the information booths, country presenta-
tions were held where students could find out more 
about the respective higher education system, study 
opportunities and scholarship programmes.
On November 12, 2008, one day prior to the fair, a 
Symposium on India-EU Higher Education Coopera-
tion was held. The main objective of this symposium 
was to address EU-Indian higher education policy and 
cooperation issues – experience had, lessons learnt 
– in order to better define commonly agreed strategies 
for future cooperation.

The European Commissioner for Education, Training, 
Culture and Youth, HE Mr Ján Figel’ participated at the 
India-EU Higher Education Symposium and inaugu-
rated the EHEF.
Eurasia-Pacifc Uninet attended the EHEF New Delhi in 
cooperation with the Austrian Cultural Forum in New 
Delhi. Its team under the special guidance of the direc-
tor Ms Gudrun Hardiman-Pollross helped enormously 
with the preparations for the fair and assisted with 
individual counselling for some 600 visitors at the 
Austrian booth who asked about study and research 
opportunities in Austria.
At all fairs, the publications of the OeAD, especially the 
brochure “Study in Austria” and the booklet “Multiple 
Choice – Higher Education in Austria”, provided not 
only specific information about study and research op-
portunities in Austria but also made fair visitors gen-
erally aware of Austria as an interesting location for 
higher education. Promotion materials from universi-
ties or universities of applied sciences – especially in 
English – that dealt with the university as a whole and 
with individual study programs, proved to be a useful 
complement to the exhibits, especially in cases where 
specific inquiries were made.
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